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ANNUAL  REPORTS 
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Town  Officers— 1926 


Selectmen 

WILLIAM  B.  KERIGAN,  Chairman 
FRANK  G.  ROGERS  CHARLES  A.  CALLAHAN 

Assessors 

DANIEL  V.  FOGARTY,  Chairman  Term  expires  1927 
CHARLES  E.  FULLER  (deceased)  Term  expires  1929 
HENRY  L.  HOLDEN  Term  expires  1928 

DENNIS  E.  O'CONNOR*  Term  expires  1927 

*Appointed  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by  death  of  Charles 
E.  Fuller. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor 

CHARLES  GIROUX,  M.  D., 

Chairman        Term  expires  1927 
PATRICK  H.  McKELLIGOTT  Term  expires  1929 

THOMAS  W.  MANSFIELD  Term  expires  1928 

Town  Clerk 

JOHN  T.  BROWN*  Term  expires  1927 

*Elected  to  fill  un-expired  term  of  John  F.  Foley. 

Town  Treasurer,  1  Year 

ROBERT  L.  McDONALD 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1  Year 

JOHN  T.  BROWN 

Road  Commissioners 

THOMAS  J.  MORAN,  Chairman  Term  expires  1928 

JOHN  J.  CONWAY  Term  expires  1929 

HOMER  A.  SHAW*  Term  expires  1927 

*Elected  to  fill  un-expired  term  of  Charles  A.  Tabor. 
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License  Commissioners,  1  Year 

MICHAEL  J.  SULLIVAN,  Chairman 
OSCAR  BRESSETTE  NEIL  McDONALD 

Auditors,  1  Year 

FRANCIS  C.  HORGAN  HOWARD  S.  CURTIS 

ROBERT  J.  WILDER 

Constables,  1  Year 

MICHAEL  COLLINS  BURT  S.  COLLIS 

JAMES  H.  MacGEACHEY  THOMAS  W.  HOLT 

LOUIS  N.  PERO 

Tree  Warden,  1  Year 

JAMES  H.  MacGEACHEY 

School  Committee 

GEORGE  A.  MOORE  *  Chairman  Term  expires  1927 

JOHN  F.  ROCHE,  D.  D.  S.  Term  expires  1927 

CHARLES  GIROUX,  M.  D.  Term  expires  1929 

ROBERT  E.  FAULKNER  Term  expires  1929 

JOHN  F.  SHEA  Term  expires  1928 

JEREMIAH  J.  KELLY  Term  expires  1928 

^Elected  to  fill  un-expired  term  of  Harold  M.  Parsons. 

Board  of  Health 

JACOB  P.  SCHNEIDER,  M.  D., 

Chairman  Term  expires  1928 

M.  WILLIAM  HOLDEN  Term  expires  1929 

WILLARD  C.  HITCHCOCK  Term  expires  1927 

Cemetery  Commissioners 

DAVID  L.  BODFISH,  Chairman         Term  expires  1929 

ALBERT  S.  GEER  Term  expires  1937 

ALDEN  P.  KNOWLTON  Term  expires  1928 

Planning  Board,  1  Year 

CHARLES  F.  DINGMAN  HOMER  A.  SHAW 

HARRIE  M.  HOWE  PUYMIROL  T.  BELANGER 
THOMAS  W.  MANSFIELD     M.  WILLIAM  HOLDEN 


Town  Clerk's  Report 


The  following  dog  licenses  were  issued  during  the  year 


ending  December  31,  1926: 

Males  445 

Spayed  Females  78 

Females  83 

Breeder's  Licenses  1 


Total  607 

Paid  County  Treasurer  $1,366.40 

RECORDED  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31,  1926 

Number  of  Births,  261 

Deaths,  138 

Marriages,  85 

Chattel  Mortgages  28 

Discharges  of  Mortgages  6 

Assignments  of  Mortgages  2 

Conditional  Sales  Contracts  6 

Miscellaneous  3 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  attention  of  parents  and  others  is  called  to  the 
following  Vital  Statistics.  It  is  important  that  these 
records  should  be  correct.  If  any  errors  or  omissions  are 
discovered,  the  Town  Clerk  will  deem  it  a  favor  to  have  the 
same  reported  to  him  at  once  and  he  will  make  the  cor- 
rections in  accordance  with  the  law.  Parents  should  also 
know  that  a  proper  return  of  Birth  is  made,  as  it  may  be 
of  great  importance  in  after  life. 
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BIRTHS 

Date     Name  of  Child  Name  of  Parents 


January 


1 

1 

Doris  Mae  Yell 

jamea  £>.  ana  Jiiaitn 

o 
_ 

Annie  Sasur 

Anthony  and  Ludwika 

A 

4 

XT- 
Stanley  Niemczura 

Anthony  and  Annie 

A 
4 

Raymond  Leroy  Brown,  Jr 

Raymond  L.  and  Mary 

r 
0 

Anna  Dragon 

Peter  and  Katarzyna 

n 
O 

Fred  Joseph  Stokosa 

Jan  and  Zofia 

i  n 

Raymond  Edwin  Barton 

Raymond  and  xNora 

1  A 

Joseph  Mozden 

Peter  and  Rosie 

1  1 

Junior  Richard  Clough 

Frank  and  Florence 

1  Q 
lo 

Robert  William  Doyle 

Frank  and  Florence 

1  A 
14 

Rose  Mary  Cleveland 

Lawton  W.  and  Rose  A. 

10 

Nicolas  George  Santucci 

Joseph  and  Lillian 

16 

Lo's  Caroline  Carlson 

John  W.  and  Edith  M. 

17 

Michael  DeMartmo 

Michael  and  Angela 

17 

Julia  Skaza 

Pitor  and  Bronislawa 

19 

Joseph  Henault 

iVULlci  IL-JV    cl  1 1U    X  uUlUla 

19 

Anasthasia  Jenulewicz 

Wldyslaw  and  Victoria 

19 

Robert  Edward  Rourke 

John  W.  and  Gertrude 

20 

Kazimierz  Louis  Stachowicz 

Joseph  and  Helen 

21 

Chester  Roy  Boldyga 

Boleslaw  and  Marya 

21 

Anna  Philomena  Pobiego 

Stanislaw  and  Rosalia 

22 

Ernest  Dunlop 

William  and  Margaret 

23 

Helen  Agnes  Fountain 

Charles  J.  and  Helen  A. 

23 

Donald  Wayne  Smith 

Wayne  and  Esther 

24 

William  Albert  Bressette 

George  A.  and  Irene  B. 

27 

John  Karczmarczyk 

Stanley  and  Agnes 

February 

2 

Phyllis  Hall 

George  and  Helen  M. 

4 

Roland  William  Brown 

Phillip  and  Lena 

4 

Benjamin  Wesley  Creamer 

Joseph  and  Florence 

4 

Elaine  Mae  Odell 

James  and  Albina 

5 

Jennie  Palka 

Wladyslaw  and  Apolonia 

5 

Mary  Louise  Whittaker 

Harold  and  Louise 

7 

Marie  Rita  Teresa  Bachom 

John  A.  and  Severnia 

11 

Marie  Marguerite  Loraine  Paquette 

Oscar  and  Imelda 

12 

Gloria  Mary  Gernon 

Arthur  and  Bricilla 

12 

Sophia  Kaczuwka 

Albert  and  Helen 

14 

Harry  Cheney  Bradway 

Elmer  E.  and  Edith 
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Date     Name  of  Child 

15  Lloyd  Raymond  Ellis 

17  Frank  John  Sarna 

18  Kenneth  Paul  Manley 
20  Neal  Francis  Dudley 

20  Michael  Huscko 

22  Eleanor  May  Rath 

23  Charles  Edwin  Muniec 

23  Bernard  Wilk 
26  Joseph  Furey 

26  Muriel  Olive  Woodhouse 

March 

2  Marjorie  Mercier 

4  Doris  Mae  Tucker 

8  Perley  Joseph  Wells 
9  

9  Thelma  Ruth  Shortsleeve 
10  

13  Barbara  Eleanor  Reim 

15  Donald  Howard  Cavanaugh 

15  Tony  Mita 

15  

16  John  Walter  Mastalerz 

18  Joyce  Eleanor  Payne 

19  Joseph  Marciniec 

21  Mabel  Awls  Hamilton 

24  David  Warshauer 

24  Pauline  Zuhusky 

25  Arlene  Theresa  Sullivan 

26  Edward  Joseph  Wilder 
26  Andrick  Was 

28  Emma  Alice  Coyer 

28  Palmo  Raffaele  Cardinal 

29  Irena  Marya  Grzywna 
29  Alice  Shirley  Lambert 
29  Andrew  Joseph  Leveillee 
31  Harry  Allen  Walder 

April 


Name  of  Parents 

Freeman  and  Lena 
John  and  Margaret 
Ralph  and  Florence 
Roy  H.  and  Alice  M. 
Michael  and  Carolina 
Leon  A.  and  Verna  M. 
Victor  and  Mary 
Adam  and  Agnieska 
Joseph  A.  and  Ellen  A. 
Edwin  J.  and  Adelaide 


Louis  and  Dorothy 
Harry  and  Alexena  F. 

Perley  J.  and  Mildred 


Vinus  and  Ruth 


Oliver  and  Eleanor 
James  and  Mary 
Frank  and  Mary 


John  and  Sofia 
George  W.  and  Gertrude 
Stanislaw  and  Franciska 
Samuel  and  Sarah 
Alexander  and  Anna  E. 
Stanislaw  and  Bertha  A. 

Jerry  and  Nora 
Joseph  H.  and  Ida  A. 
Antoni  and  Juadwiga 
Charles  and  Elizabeth 
Frank  and  Mary 
Stanislaw  and  Marya 
Albert  and  Irene 
Leo  and  Aurorc 
Albert  and  Ruby 


3  Ralph  Ira  Stanton 

4  Madelyn  Faith  Schulman 

5  Adolu  Kokoaka 


Louis  and  Grace 
Harry  and  Lillian 
Symon  and  Agnes 
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Date     Name  of  Child  Name  of  Parents 


7 

Andrick  Kszepka 

Joseph  and  Helena 

7 

George  William  Marsh,  Jr. 

George  W.  and  Katherine 

8 

Ameila  Midura 

Lawrence  and  Katie 

10 

Robert  Earl  Denning 

Charles  E.  and  Ozina 

10 

Cecile  Pimpare 

Eugene  and  Marie  A. 

13 

Stephen  Kos 

Wladyslaw  and  Margogata 

14 

Marie  Menard 

Joseph  and  Oliva 

14 

Mabel  Iona  Thomas 

Charles  E.  and  Mabel  I. 

17 

Koman  Kusek 

John  and  Irene  I. 

18 

Irene  Janowiec 

Martin  and  Bertha 

19 

John  Richard  Corish 

John  R.  and  Clara 

19 

Edmund  Joseph  Lester 

George  H.  and  Lillian 

20 

Barbara  Helen  Branford 

John  W.  and  Mary 

20 

Carl  Bubon 

Peter  and  Valeria 

20 

Charles  Bubon 

Peter  and  Valeria 

23 

Carl  Porter  Cleaves 

Frank  G.  and  Helen  M. 

23 

Wilbur  Cole 

Isaac  and  Elizabeth 

23 

Robert  Roy  Pothier 

24 

Joseph  Frederick  Tobiasz 

Tan  a  n  rl  T\Tot*\T5} 
OcLli  dllll    Jlal  V  a 

25 

Lloyd  Henry  Coulter 

A  1  t t*o/i  q n ri  Tflnfi 

26 

Lucy  Latos 

X  IlUIIldo  ctllU  XVct  l iltri  lilt: 

28 
28 

Daniel  Casbarro 

o\J  nil  \jaoUaill' 

29 

Mary  Alice  Pinand 

±±xzL  HicXli  dllll  i>lal  JUI  I" 

29 

Sophie  Sawicki 

-Tn^PTiVi  a  n H    Tr\i or»V»  i  n  a 

May 

2 

Ignacy  Michonski 

Martin  and  Mary 

4 

Helen  Wytas 

Frank  and  Florence 

6 

Nelson  Freak,  Jr. 

Nelson  and  Sarah  G. 

6 

Constance  Elaine  Moore 

Howard  W.  and  Jessie 

7 

Ernest  Morse  Gay 

Raymond  C.  and  Mildred 

9 

Freeman  Brazales  Blodget 

John  E.  and  Charlotte 

10 

Violet  Honorata  Bigda 

Martin  and  Apolon'a 

10 

Evelyn  Pearl  Prescott 

Holbrook  C.  and  Angelina  W. 

11 

Roslyn  Black 

Laughlin  D.  and  Dorothy 

11 

Rita  May  Boivin 

Alfred  and  Alice 

12 

Mary  Lebida 

Joseph  and  Bronislawa 

12 

Thomas  O'Connor 

Thomas  P.  and  Esther 

13 

Forrest  Hale,  Jr. 

Forest  and  Clara 

15 

John  Szumiel 

Anthony  and  Anastazia 

17 

Raymond  Walter  Hewett 

Harold  and  Irene 

Date     Name  of  Child  Name  of  Parents 


18 

Erwin  Janik 

Joseph  and  Catherine 

18 

Emily  Kapinos 

Stanley  and  Mary 

21 

Charles  Burgess  Taylor 

Arthur  and  Marjorie 

23 

Jean  Nichols 

Christian  and  Lena 

23 

Vanda  Wojnilowicz 

Michael  and  Mary 

30 

Lours  Michael  Smola 

Paul  and  Honorata 

31 

Constance  Cahill 

John  E.  and  Gertrude 

31 

Richard  Joseph  Hamilton 

Joseph  and  Emma 

June 

5 

Donald  Christiamson 

Henry  and  Nora 

5 

Armand  Leon  Stanislaw  Desrosier 

Arthur  S.  and  Leda 

5 

Eliane  Laviolette 

Napoleon  and  Albertine 

8 

Mary  Magoni 

George  and  Margaret 

10 

June  Audrey  Fenton 

Ernest  and  Henrietta 

10 

Florence  Golabek 

William  and  Agnes 

13 

Carlton  Scribner  Naylor 

Irving  and  Stella 

14 

Rudolph  Jan  Majka 

Stanislaw  and  Catarzyna 

16 

Robert  Edmund  Rouvellat 

jiiQiuuiiQ  ana  Ji*aitii 

21 

Alice  May  Ross 

Albert  B.  and  Doris  E. 

21 

Jinka  Wosik 

John  and  Sophie 

23 

Robert  Collins,  Jr. 

Robert  and  Helen 

25 

Celia  Kargol 

Francis  and  Josephine 

25 

Marion  Ruth  Oliva 

xiaiao  j.  ana  xvuun  i. 

26 

Robert  William  Curtis 

xiowara  o.  ana  xieien 

26 

Donald  LeBlanc 

Ovila  and  Dora 

26 

Clyde  Alden  Waite 

Aiaen  Lt.  ana  uiga  t<. 

27 

Joseph  Edward  Wilder,  Jr. 

Joseph  and  Emily 

30 

Harold  Lester  Olson 

Christian  and  Gertrude 

30 

Arthur  Theodore 

r  cici  aim  iviai  y 

July 

1 

Mary  Elizabeth  Jones 

Nelson  and  Mabel  L. 

2 

Earle  Allen  Anderson 

Anton  and  Anna 

2 

William  Henry  Harrington 

William  H.  and  Anna  E. 

2 

Joseph  Skowyra 

Frank  and  Marya 

5 

Stanislawa  Swienton 

Andrick  and  Zofia 

6 

Edith  E.  Colwell 

Hollis  W.  and  Pauline  L. 

8 

Thedaus  Mastalerz 

Jan  and  Franciska 

9< 

William  Francis  Nothe 

Laurent  H.  and  Hannah 

9 

Maurice  Leo  Sansoucy 

Jean  Baptiste  and  Dorilla 

12 


10 


1  9 

Carson  Allen  Reopell 

iiiUci-a  ana  rjtnei 

12 

Helen  Wachta 

Adam  and  Marya 

13 

John  Daley  Moran 

James  J.  and  Irene 

15 

Francis  Watson 

William  J.  and  Rose 

19 

Roy  Haugh 

Samuel  and  Esther 

21 

Mary  Agnes  Morriarity 

Daniel  and  Ellen 

22 

Jennie  Anskewicz 

John  and  Paulina 

22 

Stanislaw  Gonshreck 

Andrew  and  Jennie 

22 

Chester  Joseph  Zisk 

Stanley  and  Rose 

24 

Alice  Frances  Barone 

Calogero  and  Frances 

26 

Edmond  Stuart  Swanson 

John  and  Signe 

29 

Maurice  Alfred  Ouimette 

Alphee  and  Marie 

29 

Wilfred  Scannell 

Jeremiah  and  Mildred 

29 

William  Scannell 

Jeremiah  and  Mildred 

August 

1 

Michal  Szandarewski 

Michal  and  Lucy 

7 

Mary  Catherine  0 swell 

Charles  and  Emma 

7 

John  Skowyra 

Stanley  and  Mary 

9 

Sally  Saikoiski 

Wladyslaw  and  Franciszeka 

10 

Rita  Cronghwell 

Arthur  and  Elizabeth 

12 

Paul  Peter  Frydryk 

Peter  and  Antonia 

12 

Elmer  Irwin  Hayes 

Irwin  L.  and  Viola  S. 

12 

Mary  Anna  Jasukiewicz 

Boleslaw  and  Theofila 

13 

Jeanne  Marie  Rita  Dulude 

Alphonse  and  Marguerite  E. 

15 
16 

Mary  Kusek 

Jan  and  Katarzyna 

18 

Rudolph  Antoni  Bernat 

Antoni  and  Julia 

19 

Louise  Sawicki 

Franciszek  and  Anna 

20 

Mary  Claire  Swain 

Robert  A.  and  Marguerite  A. 

21 

Gregory  Archidiacono 

Fvank  and  Tiiicv 

-L    1  CI  11 J V     C 1 1 1    1      1  1  \X\*  £ 

22 

Cleo  LeRoy  Faye 

Irving  and  Nettie 

23 

Bridget  Josephine  Gruszczynski 

Walter  and  Helen 

27 

Edward  Hanley 

Edward  and  Lillian 

27 

Amilia  Teresa  Korsak 

Domtro  and  Mary 

30 

Sophie  Lemanski 

Boleslaw  and  Alice 

September 

1 

4 

Eleanor  Kathryn  Longtine 

Frank  J.  and  Eleanor 

4 

Stephen  Pappademetriou 

Demetrios  and  Sophie 

6 

Lawrence  Dean  Eldrede 

Ernest  and  Hazel 
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MARRIAGES 


Date  Groom 


Residence 


Bride 


Residence 


January 


1  Thomas  Demchuk  Palmer 

11  Edward   Niles  Palmer 

18  Emilien  St.  Denis  Palmer 

19  Alfred  Terranova 

Keene,  N.  H. 

21  Joseph  L.  Dragon  Palmer 

25  John  Krawczyk  Springfield 

8  Fred  L.  McDonald  Palmer 


Clara  Williams  Palmer 

Josephine  Zuhusky  Palmer 

Eleanore  Sauve  Ware 

Agnes  Kmon  Palmer 

Alexina  Dufour  Palmer 

Anna  Piarda  Palmer 

Ethel  Fortier  Palmer 


February  , 

20    William  J.  Pennypacker        Mary  E.  Wells  Palmer 
Philadelphia  I 


March  ( 
29    Ira  Martin  Slate       Ware     Jennie  (Taft)  Nimmo  Ware 


April 

3  Harvey  M.  Fortier  Palmer 
3    Herbert  G.  White  Chicopee 

5  Oscar  Bressette  Palmer 

6  Joseph  Miner 

St.  Albans,  Vt. 
18  Robert  A.  Plouf  Palmer 
29    Harry  S.  Martin  Palmer 


Helen  Marie  Buchner  Palmer 
Martha  Walz  Holyoke 
Irene  Cloutier  Ware 
Elizabeth  Goulette, 

St.  Albans,  Vt. 
Hilda  Jensen  Belchertown 
Katherine  L.  Rowe 

Newington,  Ct. 


1-1 


Date  Groom 


Residence 


Bride 


Residence 


May 

3    William  J.  Sedlow 

Indian  Orchard 
10    Stanley  F.  Kochanek 

Monson 

17  Stanislaus  Misiaszek 

Chicopee 

18  Vincent  Nemura  Palmer 

29  Oliver  K.  Jones  Palmer 
31    Venceslaus  Garcaz 

Amesbury 

31    Melville  J.  Hotton  Agawam 


Elizabeth  Englehart  Palmer 

Helen  Kowalczik  Palmer 

Veronica  Motyka  Palmer 

Frances  (Lietucninkas) 

Frankus  Worcester 

Gertrude  Cottrell  Palmer 

Julia  Kochanek  Palmer 

Celia  Cadieux  Palmer 


June 


14 


Charles  E.  Bradley,  Jr. 

Palmer 
Edward  W.  Bressette 

Palmer 

Leo  E.  Lanou  Palmer 
Ernest  Touchette  Palmer 
Timothy  J.  Moriarty 

Southbridge 
John  Jez      Chicopee  Falls 
22    John  F.  Crean  Palmer 

22  John  Niziolek  Adams 

23  Herbert  Blnns  Palmer 

28  Ignace  Puskey  Warren 

29  Raymond  L.  Robarge 

Chicopee 


Dorothy  Reilly  Palmer 

Lillian  E.  Phaneuf  Ware 

Mary  K.  Kulig  Belchertown 
Elise  Bedard  Lawrence 
Esther  M.  LaPlant  Palmer 

Gabriela  Motyka  Palmer 
Anna  A.  Christiansen  Palmer 
Catherina  Koziol  Palmer 
Hannah  P.  Ritchie  Palmer 
Anna  Chrabaws  Palmer 
Mary  E.  Sullivan  Belchertown 


July 


Emelia  B.  Czelusniak  Chicopee 


5    Olen  A.  Bielski  White 

Palmer 

12    Ladislaus  Tenczar    Palmer     Bronislawa  Staniszewska 

Palmer 

26    Euclide  J.  Bleau       Palmer     Mary  I.  Eurkus  Belchertown 
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Date  Groom 


Residence 


Bride 


Residence 


August 


4  Steven  Waskiewicz  Palmer 

5  Michael  P.  Krawiec 

Chicopee  Falls 
9    Stanislaus  Mastalerz 

Palmer 

9    John  Nowak  Palmer 

10  Raymond  0.  Babineau 

Ludlow 

11  John  P.  Moore  Palmer 
14    Thomas  H.  Dwyer,  Jr. 

Palmer 

14  Harry  E.  Griswold  Palmer 
21  Harry  W.  Fitch  Palmer 
23  Leopold  Santucci  Palmer 
23  Peter  Sakowski  Palmer 
28  George  T.  Bowden  Monson 
30    Stanley  Mechonski 

Belcher  town 


Anna  Nietuptski 
Annie  Madra 


Ludlow 
Palmer 


Genowefa  Tybunska  Palmer 

Kolegonda   (Wachala)  Bozyk 
Chicopee 

Gladys  C.  Lar.ro  Ludlow 


Mary  M.  Dawson 
Libera  Fracassi 


Palmer 
Barre,  Vt. 


Elizabeth  Collins  West  Warren 
Marion  Eager  Monson 
Mildred  Vermette  Ludlow 
Bronislawa  Mozdzen  Palmer 
Roselie  E.  Sibley  Palmer 
Bertha  Ramsden  Palmer 


September 

1i  Clarence  A.  Tucker  Palmer 
1    George  H.  White 

Springfield 
4  Wilfed  L.  Calkins  Palmer 
4  George  Chouinard  Palmer 
4    James  N.  Griswold  Palmer 

6  Peter  Matisewski  Clinton 

6  Joseph  Klaus  Palmer 

6  George  H.  Lanou  Palmer 

7  William  R.  Blair  Palmer 

13  Edward  J.  Magiera  Ludlow 
18  Lester  W.  Calkins  Palmer 
20  John  Jurczyk  Palmer 
20    Charles  F.  Thompson,  Jr. 

Palmer 


Hope  G.  (Chase) 
Sydna  F.  Harris 


Ellis  Monson 
Palmer 


Ethel  M.  Jenks  Palmer 
Marion  Dintzner  Palmer 
Madeline  M.  Barcome 

Wilbraham 
Stefania  Kisel  Palmer 
Mary  Piechota  Palmer 
Bertha  Kulick  Belchertown 
Frances  N.  Harper 

Great  Barrington 
Helen  Mastalerz  Palmer 
Lillian  T.  Wiback  Palmer 
Victoria  Zierdecki  Palmer 
Rose  Ellen  McDonald 

Wilbraham 
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Date  Groom 


Residence 


Bride 


Residence 


October 


2  George  L.  Lafond  Palmer 

4  Edward  J.  Curtin  Palmer 

5  Clovis  LaRoache  Palmer 

10  Carl  F.  Melberg  Ludlow 

11  Joseph  Czerwiecki  Palmer 

12  Theodore  L.  Dupuis  Palmer 
18  Stanley  J.  Koscielski 

Chicopee 

18  Antoni  Koziol  Palmer 

20    Norbert  J.  Carney 

Springfield 

23    Walter  H.  Lamb 

Stafford,  Conn. 
25  Marshall  Mayotte  Palmer 
30    Purlin  E.  Shearer  Palmer 


Minnie  J.  Cole  Palmer 
Nora  L.  Harrington  Palmer 
Eva  Jean  West  Brimfield 

Ethel  B.  Pasco  Monson 
Cora  Kusek  Chicopee  Falls 
Gertrude  M.  Racette  Palmer 
Stephia  Kowal  Palmer 

Florentina(Pirug)  Bumba 

Gilbertville 
Marie  J.  Root  Palmer 


Esther  E.  Page 


Palmer 


Elise  (Dupont)  Riopel  Palmer 
Catherine  M.  McCoy  Palmer 


November 


3  Homer  J.  Dupont  Palmer 
15  Albert  Dansereau  Palmer 
22    Frank  Belisle 

Hartford,  Conn. 

22  Phillip  Lepelle  Palmer 

23  Jeremiah  Donohue 

Wilbraham 

24  George  A.  Collis  Palmer 
24    Arthur  E.  Fitch  Palmer 

24    Samuel  A.  Ramsden  Palmer 


Alice  Roberts 
Mary  A.  Murray 
Corina  Bonneville 

Mildred  Salmon 
Eva  Trembley 


Palmer 
Palmer 
Palmer 

Jay,  Vt. 
Wilbraham 


Mary  E.  Haley  Brimfield 
Lillian  (Huntington)  Wilman 

Springfield 

Catherine  A.  Flaherty  Palmer 


December 


24  Harry  J.  Griswold  Palmer 
28  Kenneth  D.  Adams  Palmer 
27    Ulric  T.  Palin  Palmer 


Violet  S.  Waterhouse  Palmer 
Grace  E.  Chaples  Palmer 
Agnes  V.  Hughes.  Palmer 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  PALMER,  1926 
Date    Name  Years    Months  Days 


January 


2     Still  born 

4    Fanny  W.  Williams 

74 

3 

9 

4    Still  born 

7    Henrietta  R.  Bearse 

68 

7 

15 

13    Emma  F.  Mooers 

54 

11 

22 

14    Mary  A.  Mahern 

55 

16    Robert  W.  Doyle 

3 

18    Nicholas  G.  Santucci 

3 

19    Still  born 

19    Rita  Theresa  Fortier 

2 

11 

23    Mary  L.  Hanley 

65 

26    Delores  Charbonneau 

1 

9 

18 

27    Frank  Pobieglo 

8 

1 

25 

28    William  A.  Bressette 

5 

February 

8    Antonia  Sick 

38 

8    John  Topor 

41 

11 

13    John  Nadolski 

55 

9 

13    Emilia  Bania 

19 

4 

4 

16    Mary  D'ojka 

14 

8 

23 

18    Ida  V.  Spaulding 

59 

11 

25 

25    Christopher  J.  Rich 

66 

3 

12 

26    George  W.  Adams 

44 

9 

18 

27    Edward  R.  Bernard 

18 

4 

20 

March 

1    Albert  D.  Tufts 

79 

11 

20 

2    Bessie  C.  Jenks 

60 

8 

12 

5    Doris  M.  Tucker 

1 

7    Cecilia  Giza 

1 

2 

1 

9    Still  born 

10    Sarah  Dwyer 

67 

10    Still  born 
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Date    Name  Years    Months  Days 


15    Still  born 

15    Walter  H.  Heck 

41 

3 

25 

17    William  E.  Kenyon 

67 

7 

12 

18    Rozalia  Murca 

39 

19    Francis  Murray 

6 

4 

19 

19    Joseph  Marciniec 

5 

minutes 

23    Lewis  E.  Royce 

59 

11 

23 

25    Sarah  J.  McNamara 

61 

26    Willis  E.  Griffin 

70 

0 

24 

27    David  Warshauer 

3 

27    Elizabeth  Rivers 

4 

8 

18 

27    Rose  A.  Berthiaume 

39 

4 

29    Marie  L.  Chaput 

50 

2 

9 

31    Mary  S.  Jones 

84 

5 

3 

A  m.  i  1 

Api  ll 

1    Mary  Zinkerl 

43 

2    Chester  Baldyga 

2 

11 

6    Rose  Haley 

78 

7    Mabel  Morse 

21 

8 

22 

9    Joanna  Fogarty 

85 

la   Charlotte  M.  Johnston 

26 

7 

25 

10    Anna  M.  Wallace 

67 

0 

9 

13    Adolf  Kokoszka 

S 

12    Rhoda  McCollom 

73 

3 

30 

14    Marie  Menard 

3  hours 

21    Vinnie  M.  Lincoln 

52 

0 

20 

21    Sylvester  Zimney 

49 

4 

24    Laura  Barber 

13 

1 

6 

25    William  Banks 

87 

3 

15 

27    Philomene  L.  Smith 

68 

3 

12 

28    Still  born 

28    Bertha  M.  MacGeachey 

8 

5 

30 

ID 


Date    Name  Years    Months  Days 


May 


5    Michael  Jersz 

38 

5    Helen  Wytas 

2 

9    Leroy  C.  Graves 

8 

3 

26 

13    Catherine  C.  Daley 

16 

9 

9 

18    Erwin  Janik 

10 

minutes 

18    Robert  E.  Long 

41 

21    Elizabeth  M.  Smith 

68 

4 

17 

23    Michael  J.  Carmody 

-  50 

1 

15 

23    Erving  Emil  Kruger 

18 

11 

23 

23    Ferdinand  Zefcrowski 

4 

29 

31    Margaret  H.  Sargent 

67 

6 

18 

31    Anthony  Stokey 

47 

June 

4    Joseph  Fortier 

63 

2 

5 

6    Louis  St.  John 

62 

6    Michael  Zambeck 

48 

8 

7 

8    Charles  E.  Fuller 

76 

10 

22 

8    Mary  L.  Robinson 

92 

9 

26 

10    Warren  M.  Trumble 

80 

7 

21 

18    Minnie  E.  Draper 

65 

5 

10 

26    Louis  E.  Hopfe 

61 

9 

4 

28    Mary  Magoni 

20 

July  . 

1    Adele  M.  Charron 

42 

10 

8    Edwin  W.  Rose 

13 

4 

7 

11    Patrick  Kenefick 

96 

5 

10 

12    Annie  M.  Bacon 

65 

6 

10 

13    Emily  Foster 

17 

5 

11 

14    Charles  H.  Frost 

77 

10 

13 

16    Alexander  Berridge 

56 

6 

26 

24    Florence  Golabek 

1 

14 

30    Frank  Banach 

35 

20 


Date    Name  Years    Months  Days 


August 


2 

Helen  Dranka 

1 

3 

8 

3 

Maurice  A.  Ouimette 

5 

3 

Sarah  Riddle 

40 

6 

12 

8 

Stanley  Zerdecki 

48 

9 

George  Brook 

72 

7 

4 

14 

John  L.  Wilder 

77 

5 

20 

16 

John  F.  Luman 

64 

8 

8 

17 

James  A.  Macaulay 

69 

8 

21 

21 

George  H.  Justin 

81 

28 

Anthony  Neimczura 

42 

September 


1    William  Kelley 

72 

21 

2    Hugh  Gilmartin 

3 

7 

27 

9    Katherine  Lanski 

5 

8 

25 

9    Maciej  Hrebenkow 

43 

6 

10    Catherine  Misiewicz 

43 

15    Napoleon  J.  Comfort 

58 

4 

4 

17    Henry  Fortune 

53 

5 

8 

18    Mary  I.  Hartnett 

34 

2 

3 

18    Thomas  J.  Cullen 

57 

1 

7 

26    Souphranie  Kendall 

27 

27    Thomas  R.  J.  Sullivan 

23 

11 

19 

October 

2    Rose  Craven 

61 

14    Helen  Kohanek 

1 

19    Florian  Wilkiewicz 

7 

2 

11 

20    Edla  C.  Bredenberg 

36 

13 

30    Annie  E.  Brown 

72 

3 

5 

30    Marguerite  O.  Paris 

47 

30    Anton  Peterson 

62 

2 

3 

31    Robert  Stone 

1 

5 

21 


Date    Name  Years    Months  Days 


November 


1     .Limp^  IVTptpalf 

X        U  dill  Co  JltLUlU 

72 

7 

15 

7     .T z\ yy\ A'v  TTpnlpv 

69 

9 

O        -LU  liZ*aUCltl    1*1  •    J_/  aUt 

23 

9 

5 

O       J-   I  allK    l_Jt*  V  t-ilt: 

oo 

11 

29 

13    Charlps  S  Cilhprt 

lO         V^Ildl.  ICO     O •     UHUCL  0 

37 

3 

1 

Anna  TTai^tino'Q 

m«7             1 1 1 1  cl    11j  •    lido  Llll^,  a 

4 

20 

December 

3    Edward  J.  Wilder 

8 

7 

11    Still  born 

12    Ruth  E.  Bemis 

8 

3 

11 

13    Robert  E.  Farrelly 

17 

9 

22 

17    John  Dranka 

1 

4 

25 

19    Charles  J.  Santucci 

1 

20    Amelia  DeMieo 

37 

5 

15 

24    Ronalda  Brouillette 

43 

3 

23 

25    Edna  Moldak 

2 

10 

14 

26    Edward  Pincince 

2 

29    Adela  Dranka 

8 

1 

9 

29    Charles  W.  Thompson 

70 

11 

2 

Town  Bookkeeper's  Report 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen : 
Palmer,  Massachusetts, 

Gentlemen : 


I  herewith  submit  my  report  of  the  Receipts  and 
Expenditures  of  the  Town  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  De- 
cember 31st.  1926. 


RECEIPTS 


TAXES 


Current  Year: 


Poll 

Personal 
Real  Estate 
Street  Sprinkling 


$  5,152.00 
80,844.75 
180,884.31 
774.72 


267,655.78 


Previous  Years: 


Poll 

Personal 
Real  Estate 
Street  Sprinkling 


56.00 
5,202.40 
18,083.89 
105.57 


23,447.86 


From  State: 

Corp.  Tax,  Public  Service 
Corp.  Tax  Business 
Income  Tax 
Bank  Tax 


6,124.81 
46,668.34 
47,003.26 


802.74 


100,599.15 
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LICENSES  AND  PERMITS 

Junk  158.00 
Pedlars  32.00 

Sunday  109.00 

Pool,  Billiard  and  Bowling  82.00 
Garage,  Agents  and  Auto  16.00 
Bus  50.00 
State  85.00 
Common  Vict,  and  Inn  Holders  94.00  626.00 


FINES  AND  FORFEITS 
Court  Fines  1,162.03  1,162.03 


GRANTS  AND  GIFTS 
Dog  Licenses  1,183.20  1,183.20 


PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

Use  of  Fire  Truck  21.00 

Sealing  Fees  282.99  303.99 


HEALTH 

Tuberculosis: 

State  100.71 

Individuals  174.00  274.71 


(Due  from  State  Dec.  31,  1926,  $491.98) 
Licenses: 

Alcohol  16.00 

Bottling  15.00 

Day  Nursery  2.00 

Druggists  3.00 

Milk  and  Oleomargarine  51.50 

Undertakers  5.00  92.50 
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HIGHWAYS 


Sewer  Permits  450.00 

Sale  of  Old  Material  1.00 

Use  of  Tractor  17.50 

Snow  Removal  19.30 

Bridge  Repairs  127.13 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing  1,197.58 

Repairs  at  Main  and  Church  Street  500.00 

Sundry  Highway  Repairs  38.30 


CHARITIES 


Town  Farm: 

Produce  1,484.36 

Stock  87.70 

Wood  117.00 

Board         *  884.00 

Reimbursements : 

State  138.77 

Other  Cities  and  Towns  800.24 

State  Aid  192.00 
Mothers'  Aid: 

State  2,258.46 

Other  Cities  and  Towns  242.65 


EDUCATION 


Tuition  6,238.59 

Sale  of  Books  and  Supplies  236.00 

Rent  420.45 

English  Speaking  Class  987.98 

Vocational  Class  3,602..38 


CEMETERY 

Sale  of  Lots  181.50 

Care  of  Lots  1,298.00 

Grading  69.25 

Opening  529.00 

Foundations  221.15 

Sundry  10.10 


2,350.81 

2,573.06 

1,131.01 
2,501.11 

11,485.40 
2,309.00 
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MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS 

Anticipation  of  Taxes  225,000.00 

Wire  Mill  School  46,000.00 
Premiums  (Wire  Mill  School  Loan)  333.96 

Total  $271,333.96 


INTEREST 

On  Deposits  1,464.55 

"  Taxes  1,113.39 
"  Perpetual  Care  Funds  760.37 
"  Merrick  Fund  38.26 
"    Thompson  Fund  42.80  3,419.37 


AGENCY  AND  TRUST 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Funds  550.00  550.00 

REFUNDS  AND  TRANSFERS 
Support  of  Poor  633.61 
Wing  Memorial  Fund  69.45 
Street  Sprinkling  89.25 

Loss  of  Taxes  78.87  871.18 


Total  Receipts  $693,870.12 
Cash  on  Hand  Jan.  1,  1926  .  64,113.83 


$757,983.95 


PAYMENTS 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

Amount 

Department  Appropriations        Expended  Balance 

Selectmen: 

Salaries  1,000.00  1,000.00 

Other  Expenses  500.00  401.46  98.54 

Contingent  1,800.00 

Selectmen  699.19 
Town  House  83.36 
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Town  Dump  504.00 

Fires  Outside  District  388.00 

Committee  of  "57"  59.00  66.45 

Insurance:  300.00 

Insurance  310.05  —10.05 

Auditing  and  Accounting:  1,390.00 

Auditing  1925  Acct.  Balance  90.00 

Accounting  1,300.00  90.00 

Treasurer: 

Salary                              1,500  1,500.00 

Bond  &  Other  Expenses  325.00 

Bond  125.00 

Supplies  53.74 

Printing  and  Postage  52.47 

Certification  of  Town  Notes  30.00  63.79 

Collectors: 

Salary,  Bal.  of  1924  Acct.  120.00 

Salary  Bal.  of  1925  Acct.  180.00 

Salary  Bal.  of  1926  Acct.     1,200.00  900.00  300.00 
Bond  &  Other  Expenses  500.00 

Bond  255.00 

Stationery  and  Postage  137.15 

Printing  and  Advertising  68.77 

Telephone  33.07 

Sundry  Items  57.19  —51.18 

Assessors: 

Salaries                        2,400.00  2,337.50  62.50 

Clerical  Work  400.00  399.00  1.00 
Other  Expenses  1,000.00 

Interpreters  55.00 

Stationery  and  Postage  41.55 

Printing  and  Advertising  613.94 

Transportation  152.55 

Meals  35.00 

Typewriter  22.50 

Sundry  Items  63.12  16.34 

License  Commissioners  25.00 

Printing  7.50 

Typewriting  5.00  12.50 
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Law : 

Salaries,  Expenses  and 

Claims  $4,672.60 

Swift  River  Opposition  1,503.87 

T.  W.  Kenefick,  Estate  1,072.60 

Salaries  1,100.00 

Claim's  93.66  902.47 

Town  Clerk: 

Salary                            450.00  450.00 

Other  Expenses  100.00 

Printing  and  Postage  23.02 

Typewriter  60.00 

Sundry  Items  10.55  6.43 

Election  and  Registration  1,200.00 

Registrars  112.00 

Precinct  Officers  245.00 

Primary  Officers  356.00 

Printing  and  Adv.  251.47 

Transportation  and  Meals  44.70 

Rent  115.00 

Labor  48.50 

Sundry  Items  36.39  —9.06 

Town  Offices: 

Expenses  1,850.00 

Rent  1,500.00 

Care        ■  300.00 

Light  53.50  —3.50 

Town  Engineer: 

Salary                             50.00  50.00 

Printing  and  Prep,  of  Town  Bonds  185.00 


Total  for  General  Government  $19,691.37 


PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

Police 

Salaries: 

Chief  2,500.00  2,500.00 

Deputy  Chief  2,000.00  2,000.00 

Day  Patrol  1,800.00  1,800.00 
Motor  Cycle  and 
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Extra  Police  2,000.00            1,741.02  258.98 

Night  Police  2,737.50  2,737.50 
Special  Police  and 

Other  Expenses  1,400.00            1,265.81  134.19 

Lockup:  1,400.00 

Care  240.00 

Rent  1,250.00 

Lighting  53.54 

Telephone  36.50  —180.04 

Office:  250.00 

Rent  180.00 

Lighting  31.58 

Telephone  36.50  1.92 

Support  of  District  Court:  200.00 

Expenses  53.95  146.05 

Fire: 

Auto  Fire  Truck  275.00 

Equipment  and  Repairs  165.11 

Labor  and  Auto  46.44 

Gas  and  Freight  12.23  51.22 

Sealers 

Salary  500.00  500.00 

Other  Expenses  125.00 

Printing  4.99 

Equipment  43.65 

Transportation  123.00  —48.64 

Moth: 

Expenses  1,300.00 

Labor  1,263.00 

.Transportation  129.00 

Printing,  Etc.  12.34  —104.34 

Tree 

Wages  of  Warden  100.00 

Other  Expenses 

Labor  288.92 

Auto  71.30 

Printing  6.25  —566.47 

Forest  Fires:  800.00 

Fighting  Fires  936.90 

Equipment  and  Repairs  49.22 

Telephone  30.42  —216.54 
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Repairs  to  Engine  House  1,200.00 

Contract  Work  1,047.00 

Wiring  75.00 

Inspection,  Watchman  and  Auto  78.50 


Total  for  Protection  of  $18,911.67 
Persons  and  Property 


HEALTH 


Health: 

Salary  of  Board  175.00  175.00 

Clerical  Work  100.00  100.00 

General  Expenses  1,500.00 

Hospital  Board  &  Treatment  1,536.55 

Fumigation  51.53 

Provisions  40.00 

Telephone  34.00 

Sundry  Items  42.59 

Vital  Statistics  1926  700.00 

Births  361.00 

Deaths  102.75 

Marriages  42.50 

Equipment,  Etc.  17.06 

Vital  Statistics  1925 

Bal.  of  Appr.  609.00 

Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages  421.50 

District  Nurse  1,000.00  1,000.00 

Inspection  1,000.00 

Animal  346.85 

Meat  116.70 

Milk  264.03 


Total  for  Health  and  Sanitation  $4,652.06 


HIGHWAYS 

Highways: 

General  Repairs  $17,739.25 

Superintendent  1,056.99 

Clerk  250.00 

Labor  6,538.10 

Teams  558.80 

Gravel  and  Tar  2,802.90 
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Fuel,  Oil  and  Gasoline 

Equipment  and  Repairs 

Telephone 

Surveying 

Freight 

Tractor 

Sundry  Items 


Street  Sprinkling 
Labor 
Oil 

New  Truck 
Cost 


1,500.00 


Removal  of  Snow  &  Ice  2,000.00 
Supt. 
Labor 
Teams 

Equipment  and  Repairs 
Gasoline  and  Oil 
Sundry  Items 

Bridges  1,500.00 
Supt. 
Labor 
Teams 
Materials 
Sundry  Items 

Railings  400.00 
Supt. 
Labor 
Teams 
Materials 
Sundry  Items 


1,749.17 
1,457.54 

131.70 
39.00 

371.52 
2,650.00 

106.85 


86.85 
910.29 

1,422.15 

370.00 
2,187.73 
1,630.61 
355.81 
234.95 
46.34 


63.02 
249.55 

27.02 
601.44 
3.93 


22.75 
152.78 
6.74 
118.97 
1.05 


26.6S 


77.85 


-2,825.44 


555.04 


97.71 


Sidewalks:    Art  41 


32,000.00 


Griffin  Street,  Bondsville 
Supt. 
Labor 
Teams 

Gravel,  Oil  and  Gas 
Pine  Street,  Bondsville 
Supt. 
Labor 
Teams 


21.89 
192.85 
73.89 
92.86 

24.49 
258.65 
20.49 
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Oil 

Sundry  Items 

Forest  Lake  Road 
Supt. 
Labor 
Auto 

Oil  and  Gasoline 
Gravel 

Repairs  and  Equipment 
Sundry  Items 


Wire  Fence  Main  St. 
Fence 
Labor 

Lead  and  Oil 
Sundry  Items 

Damage  Claims 
(Bal.  of  Appr.) 
So.  Main  Street 


T>"  325.00 


163.50 


1,250.00 


Curbing 
Supt. 
Labor 
Trucks 

Materials  and  Equipment 

Surveying 

Gasoline 

General  Construction  2,400.00 
Supt. 
Labor 
Teams 
Tarvia 
Surveying 
Sundry  Items 
Contract 

Sewers  and  Culverts: 

General  Construction  3,000.00 
Supt. 
Labor 
Auto 

Equipment  and  Repairs 
Pipe  and  Fittings 
Sundry  Items 


126.00 
8.78 


218.74 
1,288.40 
468.20 
102.32 
96.45 
202.26 
3.73 


254.00 
31.77 
30.58 
8.65 


100.00 


60.38 
501.10 
24.38 
87.54 
38.50 
6.27, 


44.62 
288.09 

18.38 
239.09 

55.00 

13.60 
1,602.38 


285.25 
1,373.25 
183.81 
286.10 
637.38 
66.10 


63.50 


531.83 


138.84 


168.11 
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Article  No.  43  6,219.00 
Gay  Avenue,  Thorndike 

Surveying    i  25.00 

Shearer  Street,  Palmer 

Supt.  5.25 

Labor  192.80 

Trucks  2.25 

Pipe  and  Fittings  170.90 

Surveying  10.00 

Sundry  Items  3.02 

High  Street,  Bondsville 

Supt.  53.37 

Labor  468.60 

Trucks  22.87 

Equipment  and  Repairs  251.43 

Pipe  and  Fittings  159.46 

Surveying  15.00 

Sundry  Items  9.48 

Catch  Basin,  Three  Rivers 

Supt.  2.63 

Labor  14.95 

Truck  1.12 

Cement  and  Equipment  11.55  4,799.32 

Street  Lighting  14,438.00 

As  per  Contract  14,353.15  84.85 


Total  for  Highways  $51,413.60 


CHARITIES 

Charities: 


Salaries  of  Board            600.00  600.00 

Town   Physician              200.00  200.00 

Clerical  Work  300.00  300.00 
Gen'l  Support  of  Poor,  20,000.00 

Town  Farm: 

Warden  1,200.00 

Labor  876.68 

Groceries  and  Provisions  822.91 

Dry  Goods  and  Clothing  111.65 

Fuel  and  Light  507.49 
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Hay  and  Grain  950.59 

Equipment  363.41 

Telephone  42.73 

Sundry  Items  233.31 

Outside  Poor 

Rent  1,907.92 

Provisions  and  Clothing  9,699.06 

Fuel  722.08 

Board  and  Care  803.56 
Medicine  and  Medical  Attendance  1,008.38 

Cash  3,797.05 

Telephone,  Etc.  71.57 

Grain  86.00 

Sundry  Items  114.99 
Aid  by  other  Cities  and  Towns  1,044.96 

Burial  40.00  —4,404.34 

Wing  Memorial  Hospital,  500.00 
Refund  Wing  Mem  Hosp.,  69.45 

Expended  for  Care  and  Treatment     566.79  2.66 

Soldiers'  Relief  1,005.00 

Aid  Rendered  520.00  485.00 

State  Aid  144.00 


Total  for  Charity  $26,735.13 


EDUCATION 

School: 

General  Fund  $177,379.62 

Smith-Hughes  Fund  347.35 

General  Expense 

Superintendent  4,723.28 

Clerical  Work  2,462.91 

Truant  Officer  96.00 
Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage  246.83 

Telephone  566.31 

Traveling  Expenses  179.46 

Sundry  Items  398.98 

Teachers'  Salaries: 

High  20,112.98 

Elementary  73,252.33 

Retirement  3,724.68 
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Text  Books  and  Supplies: 
High: 

Text  Books  1,391.86 

Supplies  1,963.41 
Elementary: 

Text  Books  2,331.05 

Supplies  2,391.60 

Transportation 

High  3,994.10 

Elementary  6,015.25 

Janitor's  Services: 

High  1,372.64 

Elementary  7,207.51 

Fuel  and  Light: 

High  2,103.28 

Elementary  8,595.82 

Maintenance  of  Buildings  and  Grounds: 
High: 

Janitor  Supplies  271.24 

Sundry  Items  398.49 

Elementary: 

Janitor  Supplies  472.76 

Sundry  Items  1,015.96 

Furniture  and  Furnishings: 

High  460.07 

Elementary  808.25 

Other  Expenses: 

Tuition  1,742.00 
Diplomas  &  Graduating  Exercises  170.87 

Miscellaneous  Printing  213.90 

Nurse  1,399.92 

Lunch  Room  835.50 

Insurance  442.42 

Medical  Aid  800.00 

Sundry  Items  1,737.20 

Music,  Manual  Training  and 
Drawing: 

Music  Instructor  1,550.00 

Music  and  Music  Books  546.03 
Manual  Training  and 

Drawing  Instructor  1,536.27 
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Manual  Training  and 
Drawing  Supplies 
Retirement 
Transportation 
Sundry  Items 

Commercial: 

Teachers'  Salaries 
Retirement 
Text  Books 
Machines 

Miscellaneous  Supplies 

Continuation: 

Superintendent 

Teachers 

Clerk 

Retirement 
Janitor 

Provisions  and  Supplies 
Truants 
Transportation 
Sundry  Items 

Americanization : 
Principal 
Teachers 
Clerk 
Janitors 
Transportation 
Supplies 

Repairs : 
High: 

Carpentry  and  Painting 
Plumbing  and  Elec.  Repairs 
Sundry  Items 

Elementary 

Carpentery  and  Painting 
Plumbing  and  Elec.  Repairs 
Weather  Strips 
Labor 

Sundry  Items 


269.71 
81.00 
83.75 
54.78 


5,967.50 
314.00 
183.33 

603.16 
237.71 


110.00 
3,834.00 
180.00 
191.00 
1,210.00 
1,168.89 
38.25 
693.25 
448.14 


250.00 
50.00 

1,185.80 
168.00 
16.25 
14.20 


52.05 
389.46 
..58.94 


162.25 
397.66 
423.00 
88.77 

175.49  1,095.47 
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New  High  School 

Balance  of  Approp.  598.25 

Contract  Work  200.00  398.25 
New  Wire  Mill  School  52,500.00 

Contract  Work  45,750.31  6,749.69 


Total  for  Education  $222,581.81 


LIBRARY 

Young  Men's  Library  Ass'n,  4,600.00  4,600.00 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Memorial  Day                       200.00  184.62  15.38 

Town  Clock                             50.00  50.00 
Printing  and  Distributing 

Town  Reports         1,200.00  865.20  334.80 
Hampden  County  Tubercular 

Hospital                 2,419.45  2,419.45 

Agricultural  Demonstration    500.00  500.00 
Workmen's  Compensation 

Insurance                  950.00  426.13  523.87 


Total  for  Unclassified  $4,445.40 


CEMETERIES 


Care  and  Maintenance:  3,500.00 

Secretary  150.00 

Labor  2,691.80 

Truck  103.26 

Fertilizer  30.20 

Shrubs  15.77 

Markers  19.00 

Tools  and  Repairs  87.96 

Telephone  19.85 

Sundry  Items  33.08  349.08 

Neglected  Graves  250.00 

Care  and  Maintenance  236.00  14.00 


Total  for  Cemeteries  3,386.92 
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INTEREST 
Temporary  and  General  Loans: 

Anticipation  of  Taxes  4,000.00  4,178.92  —178.92 
Maturing  Debt  12,013.50 

High  School  105.25 
Bondsville  Grammar 

School  1,190.00 
Highway  Improvement 

Loan  600.00 

Three  Rivers  School  1,525.00 

New  High  School  7,607.25 

Street  Pavement  Loan  748.00 

Concrete  Bridge  Loan  238.00 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care 

Fund  (Transfer)  760.37 


Total  for  Interest  $16,  952.79 


MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS 


Temporary  Loans: 

Anticipation  of  Taxes  225,000.00 

High  School  12,000.00 

Bondsville  Grammar  School  2,000.00 

Three  Rivers  School  6,000.00 

Street  Pavement  4,400.00 

Highway  Improvement  2,000.00 

Concrete  Bridge  1,400.00 


Total  for  Municipal  Indebtedness  $252,800.00 


AGENCY  AND  TRUST 

Agency: 

State  Tax  27,600.00 

County  Tax  22,102.10 
State  Highway  Tax  9,669.45 

Trust: 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  550.00 


Total  for  Agency  and  Trust  $59,921.55 
Total  Payments  $686,092.30 
Cash  on  Hand,  December  31,  1926  71,891.65 


$757,983.95 


I 


Trial  Balance 


Dr. 

John  T.  Brown  Coll.  1924 

$  264.00 

u       a         a          u  1925 

7,869.46 

u       a         it           a  1926 

30,272.00 

"     "       "        "  Street 

Sprinkling  1925 

73.29 

"     "       "        "  Street 

Sprinkling  1926 

274.50 

Cr. 


Street  Sprinkling  Assessment  Revenue  1925 
Street  Sprinklng  Assessment  Revenue  1926 
Overlay  1924 
"  1925 
1926 

Cemetery  Dept,  Bills  Receivable  65.65 
Comm.  of  Mass.  Mothers'  Aid  24.93 

Comm.  of  Mass.  Temporary  Aid  191.20 
Comm.  of  Mass.  Burial  40.00 
Worcester,  Support  of  Poor  13.00 
Support  of  Poor  46.00 

Comm.  of  Mass.  Board  of  Health  Subsidies  146.42 

Comm.  of  Mass.  Board  of  Health  Subsidies  102.14 

Comm.  of  Mass.  Board  of  Health  (State)  243.42 

Ware,  Support  of  Poor  152.03 
Sidewalk    East  Main  Street  52.80 
Pleasant  and  Walnut  Streets  53.29 

"         North  Main  Street  642.57 

*  Converse  Street  238.92 
Church  Street  88.31 
So.  Main  Street  89.01 

Main  Street  "B"  204.95 
"         Four  Corners  Road  1,160.65 

"         Pleasant  Street,  T.  R.  330.67 

Main  Street,  T.  R.  535.88 
"         High  Street  Bonds.  47.00 

"       and  Curbing  550.71 

Hampden  R.  R.  Co.— Bridge  273.71 
Frank  Dewey  38.14 


74.70 
274.50 
2,207.93 
3,664.07 
2,350.14 
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Dr. 

Curbing  Central  Street 

510.33 

Sidewalk — No  Mam  Street 

171.50 

Curbing  High  Street  "B" 

454.98 

"       Main  Street  "A" 

75.05 

*       Park  Street 

114.90 

"       Main  Street  "C" 

207.49 

tl                             -\r      •          Ci  J_            j_     it       J  J 

"       E.  Main  Street  C 

114.87 

"       Ruggles  Street  "C 

59.50 

State  Aid 

237.83 

Reserve  Fund,  Acct.  Abatements 

Departmental  Revenue  1922 

tt                                                         it                       1  AAA 

"                "  1923 

1924 

"  1925 

"                "  1926 

Estimated  Receipts 

Excess  and  Deficiency  Fund 

Town  of  Monson 

6.00 

Premium  on  Loan 

Civilian  War  Poll  Tax 

Revenue 

132,929.31 

Selectmen's  Other  Expenses 

Selectmen  s    Contg  Acct. 

Assessor's  Salary 

"        Clerical  Work 

"        Other  Expenses 

Auditing  and  Accounting 

Collector's  Salary  Acct.  1925 

Collector's  Sallary  Acct.  1926 

Collector's  Other  Expenses 

51.18 

Town  Clerk  S  Other  Expenses 

Law  Department 

License  Commissioners 

Treasurer's  Other  Expenses 

Election  and  Registration 

9.06 

Town  Offices 

3.50 

Insurance 

10.05 

Special  Police 

Motorcycle  Cop 

Expenses  of  Lockup 

180.04 

Expenses  of  Chief's  Office 

Sealers  Other  Expenses 

48.64 

Auto  Fire  Truck 

Repairs  of  Engine  House 

.50 

Cr. 


11,419.28 
304.73 
564.81 
3,458.93 
201.09 
2,455.41 
129,555.71 
75,983.13 

148.96 
840.00 

98.54 
66.45 
62.50 
1.00 
16.34 
90.00 
120.00 
300.00 

6.43 
902.47 
12.50 
63.79 


134.19 
258.98 

1.92 

51.22 
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Dr.  Cr. 

Support  of  District  Court  146.05 

reservation  of  Trees  366.47 

Moth  Department  104.34 

Forest  Warden's  Department  216.54 

Board  of  Health,  0.  E.  204.67 

Vital  Statistics  1925  187.50 

Vital  Statistics  1926  176.69 

Milk,  Meat  and  Animal  Inspection  272.42 

Highway  Repairs  26.68 

Snow  Removal  2,825.44 

Bridge  Repairs  555.04 

Railings  97.71 

Sewers  and  Culverts  168.11 

Curbing  531.83 

Sidewalk  Repairs  138.84 

Purchase  of  Truck  77.85 

Art.  43,  Sewers  and  Culverts  4,799.32 

Street  Lighting  84.85 

Street  Sprinkling  24.20 

Damage  Claims  63.50 

Support  of  Poor  4,404.34 

Wing  Memorial  Hospital  2.66 

Soldiers'  Benefit  485.00 

Wenemissett  School  Building  1,453.23 

High  School  Expense  Acct.  398.25 

Education  1,095.47 

New  Wire  Mill  School  6,749.69 

Memorial  Day  15.38 

Workmen's  Comp.  Ins.  523.87 

Printing  and  Distribution  Town  Reports  334.80 

Reserve  Fund  5,000.00 

Care  of  Cemetery  349.08 

Care  of  Neglected  Graves  14.00 

Int.  on  Temp.  Loans  178.92 

Wire  Mill  School  Loan  46,000.00 

Concrete  Bridge  Loan  4,200.00 

Street  Pavement  Loan  13,200.00 

New  H'gh  School  Loan  168,000.00 

Bondsville  Grammar  School  Loan  27,000.00 

High  School  Loan  1,000.00 

North  Main  Street  Improvement  Loan  8,000.00 

Three  Rivers  School  Loan  25,000.00 

Net  Bonded  Debt  292,400.00 

Trust  Funds  24,581.09 


Dr.  Cr. 

22,096.00 
683.81 
850.00 
951.28 

71,891.65 


$576,442.84  $576,442.84 

HARRIET  PAINE, 
Bookkeeper, 
Town  of  Palmer 


Cemetery  Per.  Care  Funds 
Cemetery  Per.  Care  Income  Acct. 
Merrick  Fund 
Thompson  Fund 
Cash  on  Hand 


Report  of  Tree  Warden 


January  1,  1927 

Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 
Town  of  Palmer, 
Palmer,  Mass. 

Gentlemen : 

Herewith  my  report  as  Tree  Warden  for  the  year 
1296: 

It  was  necessary  to  spend  the  following  amount  of 
money  on  trees  in  Palmer: 

Aug.    1  Paid  Journal-Register  for  printing 

notices.  $  6.25 

Oct.  8  Paid  Central  Mass.  Elec.  Co.  three 
bills  for  taking  down  trees  that  were 
in  a  dangerous  condition  and  whose 
removal  had  been  requested  by  the 
abutters.  This  work  done  on  three 
different  dates.  172.72 

Oct.   28  Paid  Joseph  Cobb  for  moving  dead 

limbs  187.50 


Total  $366.47 

The  expenditure  of  the  above  amount  of  money  was 
due  to  the  windstorm  which  took  place  in  the  middle  of  the 
Summer  and  also  due  to  the  removal  of  a  number  of  dead 
trees  that  were  in  a  dangerous  condition  and  a  menace  to 
the  public,  in  Palmer  Depot,  Three  Rivers  and  Bondsville. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  MacGEACHEY 

Tree  Warden 


Cemetery  Commissioners'  Report 


The  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  hereby  submit 
the  following  report : 

RECEIPTS 

Appropriation  $3500.00 
Sale  of  lots, 

Oak  Knoll  $156.50 

Four  Corners  16.00 

Palmer  Center  9.00       $  181.50 

Care  of  lots,  1298.00 

Grading  lots,  69.25 

Opening  graves,  529.00 

Foundations,  221.15 

All  others,  10.10  $2309.00 


BILLS  RECEIVABLE 


Ernest  H.  Carpenter,  bal.  lot,  14.50 

Carl  W.  Hyland,  bal.  lot,  14.00 

Est.  A.  Marsh,  1922,  care  1.00 
Anderson  Bros.  1925,  foundation,  14.40 

James  Royce,  1925,  grading,  7.75 

Est.  M.  K.  Bennett,  1925,  grave,  8.00 

Mabel  Barker,  1925,  care,  2.00 

C.  F.  Grosvenor,  1925,  care,  2.00 

Dickinson-Streeter,  grave,  8.00 

Mrs.  James  Cassells,  grave,  5.00 

*Martha  E.  Royce,  care,  1925-1926  4.00 

Mrs.  F.  D.  Barton,  care,  2.00 

C.  W.  McKendrick,  care,  3.00 

Est.  Mrs.  O.  L.  Merrifield,  care,  2.00 

Fred  L.  Snow,  care  2.00 

♦Mrs.  B.  F.  Hathaway,  care,  2.00 
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J.  K.  Barker,  care, 
C.  H.  Atkins,  care, 


2.00 
2.00 


$95.65 


$2404.65 


*Paid  since  closing  of  books. 
To  the  Board  of  Selectmen : 
Gentlemen : 

The  following  amounts  carried  on  the  report  of  the 
Cemetery  Commissioners  last  year  as  Bills  Receivable  have 
been  paid : 


Ernest  H.  Carpenter,  on  account 

$  9.50 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Blodgett 

2.50 

H.  M.  Blanchard 

2.00 

H.  D.  Converse 

2.50 

Mrs.  J.  Doherty 

2.00 

Mrs.  Amy  B.  Studley 

1.50 

C.  H.  Atkins 

3.00 

F.  C.  Steele 

2.00 

Martha  E.  Royce 

2.00 

The  bill  of  F.  P.  Carroll  having  outlawed  has  been  dropped 
from  the  list. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


D.  L.  BODFISH,  Sec. 


EXPENDITURES 


Salaries, 

Printing  and  Postage, 

Supplies, 

Labor, 

Trucks, 

Equipment  and  Repairs, 

Fertilizer, 

All  others, 

Balance, 


$  150.00 


52.08 
63.40 


2177.30 


107.76 
40.33 
30.20 
19.85 


$3150.92 
349.08 


$3500.00 
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INVENTORY  OF  PROPERTY 

Tool  house,  Oak  Knoll,  75.00 

Tool  house,  Four  Corners,  50.00 

Tools,  50.00  175.00 

Unsold  lots  at  market  prices: 

Four  Corners,     117  @  $  8.00  936.00 

Oak  Knoll,             4  @     50.00  200.00 

8  @     25.00  200.00 

91  @     24.00  2184.00 

37  @     20.00  740.00 

1  @      12.00  12.00 

51  @       1.00  51.00        4323.00  $4498.00 


PERPETUAL  CARE  FUNDS 


Present 

Name  Amount  Condition 


$  104.32 
110.32 
105.69 
511.74 
202.78 
212.25 
205.28 
206.25 
206.83 
104.11 
102.32 
210.83 
102.32 
106.61 
212.30 
233.83 
105.97 
104.90 
52.26 
214.26 


Henry  Seism 

$  100.00 

John  A.  Squier 

100.00 

Celista  F.  Hendricks 

100.00 

Laura  E.  Child 

500.00 

Minnie  K.  Bennett 

200.00 

Avery  W.  Green 

200.00 

Waterman  Fuller 

200.00 

John  and  Lucy  Smith 

200.00 

W.  A.  Breckenridge 

200.00 

James  W.  Snow 

100.00 

Franklin  Blanchard 

100.00 

John  H.  Haynes 

200.00 

Mary  A.  Shaw 

100.00 

Jane  A.  Gibson 

100.00 

E.  B.  Gates 

200.00 

Louisa  M.  Waid 

200.00 

Amos  A.  Allen 

100.00 

Torrey  Fund 

100.00 

Pliney  Cooley 

50.00 

Henry  G.  Loomis 

200.00 
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Present 


Name 

Amount 

Condition 

TTT'l  1  •               TT     11  1 

William  Holbrook 

200.00 

AAA   A  A 

208.00 

Maria  Lawrence 

500.00 

566.96 

Keyes  Foster 

100.00 

106.39 

Harriet  Coolidge 

200.00 

AAA   A  /"* 

226.96 

Mrs.  L.  W.  Brown 

a  r\  /~\  a  a 

200.00 

252.02 

Eliza  J.  Kenerson 

OA  A  A  A 

200.00 

214.83 

William  Merriam 

rj  AA  A  A 

200.00 

O  OA  AO 

232.03 

Mary  Redding 

50.00 

51.97 

D.  S.  Dav^s 

AAA   A  A 

200.00 

A  A  r7   A  A 

20  <  .89 

Marshall  Andrews 

AAA    A  A 

200.00 

211.00 

A         1_                   T\  if        A  J 

Ambrose  M.  Andrews 

AAA   A  A 

200.00 

AAA   A  A 

209.00 

Enos  Calkins 

100.00 

104.00 

Samuel  C.  Rogers 

AAA    A  A 

200.00 

212.00 

Willard  G.  Kenerson 

100.00 

104.00 

Maria  Jd.  Chapman  c/G.  B.  lot 

1  AA  AA 
100.00 

1  AO 

Maria  B.  Chapman  c/S.  C.  lot 

AAA    A  A 

200.00 

214.00 

Julia  H.  Henry 

100.00 

103.00 

Isaac  King 

1  CA  AA 
150.00 

it>D.y  i 

Abel  H.  Calkins 

100.00 

106.00 

Edward  C.  Sexton 

100.00 

105.00 

Henry  A.  Moore 

100.00 

104.00 

J.  S.  Koster 

L00.00 

104.00 

Melissa  Hall 

150.00 

158.98 

Jeremiah  Long 

1000.00 

^  A  A  A    A  A 

1000.00 

Mary  J.  Plympton 

100.00 

100.50 

Clymena  P.  Fuller 

150.00 

156.97 

Abigail  T.  Nichols 

50.00 

50.97 

Mary  Hastings 

100.00 

104.00 

Orrin  B.  Smith  c/0.  B.  S.  lot 

200.00 

AAA    A  /% 

209.00 

Orrin  B.  Smith  c/T.  B.  S.  lot 

100.00 

105.00 

Laura  P.  Green 

100.00 

105.00 

J.  H.  Kenerson 

100.00 

102.00 

William  Harvey 

150.00 

161.00 

Alden  L.  Fletcher 

60.00 

62.80 

Carrie  A.  Kurtz 

100.00 

104.00 

Ralph  Green 

200.00 

222.00 

Meriva  L.  Capen 

100.00 

105.00 

Minerva  R.  Olds 

100.00 

102.00 

Otis  C.  Lyon 

100.00 

103.00 

Hitchcock-Graves 

100.00 

104.00 

Minerva  M.  Gates 

200.00 

211.00 
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Present 


Name 

Amount 

Condition 

Rogers-Paine 

150.00 

156.04 

Elizabeth  D.  Moore 

100.00 

105.00 

Mary  E.  Bailey 

100.00 

104.00 

M.  M.  Rogers 

100.00 

102.00 

Nellie  S.  Hooker 

75.00 

78.77 

Ethan  Warriner 

100.00 

101.00 

Lizzie  E.  Fletcher 

100.00 

105.00 

Andrew  Pinney 

100.00 

122.19 

Frank  F.  Marcy 

500.00 

515.00 

Thomas  McDougall 

100.00 

104.00 

Sarah  J.  Winter 

200.00 

208.00 

C.  B.  Fjske 

200.00 

210.00 

Minnie  B.  Converse 

500.00 

525.00 

Amelia  M.  Culver 

100.00 

103.00 

Omer  W.  Marcy 

100.00 

103.00 

Frank  M.  Eager 

250.00 

255.00 

Maria  Ritchie 

100.00 

103.00 

Charles  H.  Burleigh  c/A.  B.  lot 

100.00 

102.00 

Julia  A.  Burleigh  c/B.  B.  lot 

100.00 

104.00 

C.  H.  and  J.  A.  Burleigh  c/J.  W.  C.  lot 

25.00 

25.48 

Emily  M.  Holdsworth 

100.00 

104.00 

Sarah  D.  Smith 

100.00 

105.00 

H.  P.  Marcy 

100.00 

104.00 

Josie  M.  Northrop 

300.00 

322.00 

Ellis  Dodge 

100.00 

102.00 

Calvin  Childs 

100.00 

104.00 

Joseph  A.  Brown 

500.00 

520.00 

Sarah  I.  Lee  Snow 

50.00 

52.47 

Abby  J.  Pierce 

100.00 

104.00 

D.  W.  Taft 

75.00 

83.77 

Henry  Graves 

50.00 

50.97 

William  H.  Osborne 

50.00 

50.97 

Sarah  E.  Ward 

50.00 

50.97 

George  F.  Sedgewick 

100.00 

103.00 

George  H.  Cobb 

50.00 

51.47 

B.  M.  Griswold 

50.00 

51.57 

Thomas  Bruce 

100.00 

102.00 

H.  H.  Paines 

50.00 

50.97 

Susan  M.  Page 

100.00 

104.00 

Peebles  Fund 

100.00 

104.00 

George  F.  Merrick 

100.00 

104.00 
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Present 


Name 

Amount 

Condition 

Maria  M.  Hastings 

200.00 

208.00 

Walter  E.  Stone 

200.00 

208.00 

Mary  A.  Thayer 

50.00 

52.47 

Lucy  M.  Shaw 

100.00 

104.00 

Samuel  Sharratt 

100.00 

102.00 

George  Robinson 

200.00 

218.00 

Joseph  Gerald 

100.00 

102.00 

James  F.  Fenton 

100.00 

107.00 

Liberty  Jenks 

200.00 

207.33 

Martha  J.  Mooers 

200.00 

204.63 

Byram  Woodhead 

100.00 

102.45 

Almenia  M.  Hastings 

100.00 

102.45 

Clara  B.  Fisherdick 

100.00 

102.45 

Austin  E.  Gould 

100.00 

103.67 

Susan  Beebe 

100.00 

100.97 

James  I.  Milliken 

200.00 

217.33 

Christen  Christianson 

50.00 

51.80 

Millie  G.  Rose 

100.00 

103.00 

Mary  E.  Murdock  c/F.  M.  M.  lot 

100.00 

102.67 

Mary  E.  Murdock  c/L.  B.  lot 

100.00 

102.67 

Robert  Chambers 

100.00 

102.67 

Josiah  P.  Stevens 

100.00 

102.00 

William  A.  Bennett 

100.00 

102.00 

Charles  W.  Bennett 

100.00 

102.67 

Charles  E.  Fuller 

100.00 

,103.00 

Frederick  H.  Conant 

100.00 

102.33 

Joseph  V.  Clark 

100.00 

102.33 

Robert  Reid 

100.00 

102.33 

Edwin  B.  Newell 

100.00 

102.00 

Martha  A.  Shaw 

211.00 

231.00 

August  Carlson 

100.00  ■ 

104.88 

Elizabeth  R.  Macomber 

200.00 

213.00 

Thomais  D.  Frame 

200.00 

207.75 

0.  P.  Allen 

100.00 

102.87 

Albert  A.  Sherman 

100.00 

102.12 

Charles  A.  Royce 

100.00 

102.12 

Martin  L.  Farrington 

100.00 

102.00 

Joseph  H.  Jones 

150.00 

152.41 

Mary  S.  Moore 

100.00 

101.62 

Horace  R.  Paine  c/H.  H.  lot 

'  50.00 

51.04 

Arthur  W.  Holbrook 

100.00 

101.75 
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Present 


Name 

Amount 

Condition 

James  S.  Morgan 

200.00 

208.00 

Silas  B.  Keith 

100.00 

100.87 

James  H.  Davis 

100.00 

103.50 

George  S.  Peck 

100.00 

101.50 

Nettie  0.  Coleman 

50.00 

50.36 

Jennie  C.  Carpenter 

100.00 

102.37 

Nellie  M.  Bond 

100.00 

102.00 

Esther  A.  Graves 

100.00 

102.75 

Cyrus  W.  Cross 

100.00 

102.15 

Lucy  A.  Hitchcock 

100.00 

101.37 

John  C.  Green 

100.00 

100.62 

Charles  E.  Fish 

100.00 

101.50 

Lewis  E.  Royce 

200.00 

201.50 

Henry  McMaster 

50.00  • 

50.19 

Bessie  C.  Jenks 

100.00 

100.37 

Samuel  W.  Lyon 

100.00 

100.00 

$22,046.00 

$23,071.08 

Gain  In  P.  C.  Fund 

550.00 

CEMETERY  COMMISSIONER'S  INTEREST  FUND 


Balance  Fund  January  1,  1926  $1349.93 


Added: 

Interest  payable  Secretary 

Interest  payable  Town  Treas. 

Interest  C.  I.  Fund 
Withdrawn : 

Care  of  lots, 
Present  condition, 


206.98 
760.37 
72.20  $2389.48 

855.00 

$1534.48 


DAVID  L.  BODFISH 
ALBERT  S.  GEER 
ALDEN  P.  KNOWLTON 

Cemetery  Commissioners 


Care  of  Soldiers'  Graves 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen : 
Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  submit  the  following  report  relative  to  the 
care  of  the  graves  of  the  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines,  who 
have  served  in  the  wars  of  the  United  States  and  who  are 
buried  in  the  cemeteries  of  the  Town  of  Palmer. 
Appropriation  $250.00 

Paid  Rev.  M.  J.  Carroll,  St.  Thomas  Cemetery   $  50.00 
St.  Anne's  Cemetery  18.00 


Respecfully  submitted, 


Cemetery  Commissioners,  care 


168.00 


Balance  unexpended 


14.00 


$250.00 


DAVID  L.  BODFISH 


Supt.  of  Graves. 


Report  of  Chief  of  Police 


Palmer,  Mass.,  January  1,  1927 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen : 

During  the  year  1926,  428  cases,  not  including  cases 
against  juvenile  offenders,  were  prosecuted  in  the  District 
Court  of  Eastern  Hampden  against  350  persons,  for  offenses 
committed  within  the  Town  of  Palmer.  Of  the  persons 
brought  before  the  Court  in  these  cases  192  were  residents 
and  158  non-residents,  339  were  males  and  11  were  females. 

A  list  of  the  cases  follows : 


Assault, 

Attempt  to  rape, 
Bastardy, 

Carrying  a  revolver, 
Cruelty  to  animals, 
Cutting  timber, 
Disorderly  person, 
Disturbing  the  peace, 
Drunkenness, 
Fugitives  from  Justice, 
Hawking  and  peddling, 
Larceny, 

Lewd  and  lascivious  conduct, 

Masher, 

Milk  laws, 

Non-support, 

Railroad  trespass, 


28 
2 
3 
1 
2 
3 
1 
8 

127 
8 
3 

18 
3 
1 
1 
7 

17 
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Rape,  1 

School  laws,  2 

Setting  fires  without  permit,  2 

Stubborn  child,  2 

Vagrancy,  15 

Violation  of  Game  Bird  Laws  2 

Violation  of  Liquor  Laws,  26 


Violation  of  motor  vehicle  laws,  145 


428 


The  last  annual  town  meeting  provided  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  patrolman  and  for  the  purchase  of  a 
motorcycle  for  use  of  the  department.  James  F.  Fitzgerald 
who  had  had  considerable  experience  as  a  special  police  of- 
ficer, was  appointed  by  the  Selectmen  as  such  patrolman 
and  assigned  by  me  to  day  work.  He  has  performed  his 
duties  in  a  courteous  and  efficient  manner.  The  addition 
of  another  officer  to  the  force  has  made  it  possible  for  bet- 
ter protection  to  be  given  children  on  their  way  to  and  from 
the  Park  Street  school  building  in  the  Depot  Village.  Patrol- 
man Ja/nes  F.  Donahue  was  assigned  to  the  performance 
of  the  duties  of  motorcycle  officer.  In  this  work  he  has 
proved  very  efficient.  His  presence  upon  the  highways  of 
the  town,  particularly  the  Boston  Road,  has  had  a  marked 
effect  upon  the  speed  problem  which  is  always  with  us.  I 
feel  that  the  work  this  officer  has  done  in  patrolling  the 
roads  is  responsible  in  a  large  measure  for  the  fact  that 
during  the  year  there  has  been  but  one  fatal  automobile  ac- 
cident upon  the  highways  in  the  town  and  only  one  accident 
where  there  was  serious  personal  injury.  During  the 
automobile  season  the  department  is  called  upon  many 
times  a  day  to  investigate  collisions  and  other  accidents 
and  to  handle  traffic  at  the  scene  of  such  accidents.  This 
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work  has  been  done  much  more  quickly  and  effectively  this 
year  than  in  the  past  because  of  the  ability  of  Officer  Dona- 
hue to  arrive  at  the  scene  within  a  few  moments  of  time. 
He  has  also  given  the  other  villages  of  the  town  a  subs- 
tantial amount  of  patrol  service  upon  his  motorcycle. 

All  the  other  officers  have  performed  their  duties  in  a 
commendable  manner. 

TIMOTHY  J.  CRIMMINS 


Chief  of  Police. 


Board  of  Assessors 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of 
the  Town  of  Palmer,  the  Board  of  Assessors  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1926. 


Appropriations 

QQO/1  KCA  AO 

ooZ4,oo4.4o 

Maturing  Debt 

4o,Zlo.0U 

Deficit  in  Overlay 

4-i.iy 

otate  lax 

01  cnn  fin 

State  Highway  Tax 

y, 009.45 

99  109  10 

Overlay 

2,433.53 

• 

ESTIMATED 

RECEIPTS 

Income  Tax 

$  33,099.56 

Corporation  Tax 

35,000.00 

Bank  Tax 

500.00 

Licenses 

500.00 

Fines 

250.00 

General  Government 

2,000,00 

Protection  of  persons  and  property 

30.00 

Health  and  Sanitation 

95.25 

Highways 

3,500.00 

Charities 

3,500.00 

Schools 

8,595.65 

Interest  on  deposits 

1,000.00 

Interests  on  taxes 

1,000.00 

Interest  on  "Merrick  Fund" 

38.26 

Interest  on  "Thompson  Fund" 

42.80 

$429,625.20 


Total  $89,151.52 
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Cash  Balance  42,188.01 


Total  Deductions  §131,339.53 

Net  amount  raised  by  taxation  298,285.67 

Less  2776  polls  @  $2.00  5,552.00 

Total  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxation  on  iproperty  $292,733.67 
Assessed  valuation  of  1926; 

Personal  estate  $3,485,184.00 
Buildings,  excluding  land  6,867,886.00 
Land  1,546,673.00 


Total  $11,899,743.00 

TAX  RATE,  $24.60  per  M 
Number  of  residents  assessed  on  property: 

Individuals  1,994 
All  others  122 


Total  2,116 

Number  of  non-resident  assessed  on  property 

Individuals  228 
All  others  35 


Total  35.80 


Number  of  persons  assessed  on  property  2,379 
Number  of  persons  assessed  for  poll  only  1,201 


Total  263 

Number  of  Horses  assessed  230 

Cows  579 

Sheep  24 

Neat  Cattle  99 

Swine  27 

Fowl  4,435 

Dwelling  Houses  1,519 


DANIEL  V.  FOGARTY 
HENRY  L.  HOLDEN 
DENNIS  E.  O'CONNOR 


Board  of  Assessors. 


Report  of  Sealer  of  Weights  and 
Measures 


This  Department  has  sealed,  corrected  or  condemned 
the  following : 

Adjusted  Sealed  Condemned 


Platform  Scales  over  1000  lbs. 

3 

15 

2 

Platform  Scales  under  1000  lbs. 

27 

103 

11 

Counter  Scales  over  100  lbs. 

1 

Counter  Scales  under  100  lbs. 

26 

76 

1 

Beam  Scales  over  100  lbs 

7 

Beam  Scales  under  100  lbs. 

2 

Spring  Scales  over  100  lbs. 

1 

12 

Spring  Scales  under  100  lbs. 

17 

53 

2 

Computting  Scales  over  100  lbs. 

2 

Computing  Scales  under  100  lbs. 

7 

42 

2 

Personal  Weighing  Scales 

11 

3 

Prescription  Scales 

2 

Avoirdupois  Weights 

19 

645 

3 

Apothecary  Weights 

71 

1 

Liquid  Measures 

1 

132 

5 

Gasoline  Measuring  Devices 

32 

85 

11 

Kerosene  Measuring  Devices 

2 

33 

1 

Quantity  Stops 

668 

Molasses  Measuring  Devices 

1 

Yard  Measures 

15 

Reweighing  of  Coal 

3 

"  Ice 

2 

"           "  Flour 

71 

"          "  Butter 

39 

"          "  Dry  Commodities 

66 

"          "  Meats  and  Provisions 

6 

"  Fruits  and  Vegetables 

7 

Clinical  Thermometers  Inspections 

40 

57 


Adjusted  Sealed  Condemned 


Keweighing  of  Bread  55 

Gasoline  and  Oil  Tanks  8 

Special  Scale  Inspections  10 

Gasoline  Pump  Inspections  16 

Reweighing  of  Pastry  13 

Hawkers  and  Pedlers  Scales  Inspection  1 

Water  Meter  Inspection  1 


135       2314  42 

For  the  year  ending  December  31,  1926. 
Receipts  paid  Treasurer,  $192.69 

LOUIS  LEVEILLEE, 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 


Report  of  Board  of  Health 


To  the  Honorable  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  Palmer : 
The  Board  of  Health  of  the  Town  of  Palmer  herewith  sub- 
mits its  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31st.  1926. 


Table  No.  1 


%     3    *  & 
x  3     H      g    .8.2  6 


1  s  i  I  i  i  i  ii 

9 


January  1  43 

February  1  21  1 

March  17  1 

April  2 
May  1 
June 
July 
August 
September 

October  8       4  2 

November  15 
December  7 


10     27     71       2       7       3       1       1  1 
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Table  No.  2 

Number  of  Deaths  reported  from  Jan.  1,  1926  to  Jan. 
1,  1927. 

January  11 

February  8 

March  18 

April  14 

May  7 

June  7 

July  6 

August  9 

September  10 

October  7 

November  6 

December  12 


Total  115 
Table  No.  3 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Less  than  1  year 

20 

13 

7 

1  to 

2 

years 

4 

1 

3 

2  to 

3 

« 

1 

0 

1 

3  to 

4 

a 

1 

1 

0 

4  to 

5 

tt 

1 

0 

1 

5  to 

10 

tt 

7 

3 

4 

10  to 

15 

tt 

3 

1 

2 

15  to 

20 

tt 

4 

3 

1 

20  to 

30 

tt 

4 

1 

3 

30  to 

40 

tt 

8 

2 

6 

40  to 

50 

tt 

10 

6 

4 

50  to 

60 

tt 

9 

5 

4 

60  to 

70 

tt 

20 

10 

10 

70  to 

80 

tt 

10 

6 

4 

80  to 

90 

tt 

6 

3 

3 

90  to 

100 

a 

2 

1 

1 

Over 

100 

years 

0 

0 

0 

Still  Born 

5 

2 

3 

115 

58 

57 
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MILK  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  Palmer : 

I  have  granted  the  following  permits  and  licenses: 
Dealer's  Licenses  98    @    .50  $49.00 

Oleomargarine  Licenses       5    @    .50  2.50 

Producer's  Permits,  91  No  Fee 

$51.50 

Have  carefully  inspected  all  places  where  milk  is  pro- 
duced or  sold  one  of  more  times  as  seemed  necessary. 

The  continued  use  of  the  Sediment  Tester  has  re- 
sulted in  great  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  milk 
sold  in  Palmer.  The  producers  and  dealers  have  in  most 
cases  been  very  willing  to  co-operate  with  me  in  this  work. 

Respectfully  submitted 

A.  F.  BENNETT 

Milk  Inspector 


MEAT  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  Palmer : 

I  have  made  the  following  meat  inspections: 

Hogs  84 
Beef  14 
Veal  12 

Respectfully  submitted 

A.  F.  BENNETT 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering 
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RECEIPTS 


From  Appropriations: 

Salaries  $  175.00 

Clerical  Work  100.00 

Vital  Statistics  700.00 

Annual  Expenses  1,500.00 

Meat  and  Cattle  Inspection  1,000.00 

Licenses: 

Alcohol  16.00 

Bottling  15.00 

Day  Nursery  2.00 

Druggists  3.00 

Milk  and  Oleomargarine  51.50 

Undertakers  5.00 

Undertakers  5.00 
*Reimbursements  for  care  of  Tubercular 
teavcflF  aBF 

Patients  from  State  100.71 

from  individuals  174.00 


*  ($491.98  Due  Town  from  State) 


EXPENDITURES 

For: 

Salaries 
Clerical  Work 
Stationery  and  Postage 
Printing  and  Advertising 
Telephones 
Sundry  Items 

Fumigation  and  Disinfectants 
Inspection: 

Meat  and  Milk 
Contagious  Diseases: 

Groceries  and  Provisions 

Hospital  Care 


$  175.00 
100.00 
10.99 
9.33 
34.00 
14.65 
51.53 

380.73 

40.00 
266.43 


G2 


Transportation,  Etc. 
Tuberculosis : 

Hampshire  County  Hospital 
Westfifeld  State  Sanatorium 


7.62  314.05 
869.12 

401.00  1,270.12 


$2,360.40 

The  Board  recommends  the  following  appropriations 
for  the  ensuing  year,  namely: 

Salaries  $  175.00 

Clerical  Work  100.00 
Vital  Statistics  600.00 
Inspection  of  Meat,  Milk  and  Cattle  1,000.00 
Contagious  Diseases  and  Sundry  Expenses  1,600.00 
Preventive  Treatment  for  Diphtheria  500.00  $3,975.00 

J.  P.  SCHNEIDER,  M.  D.,  Chairman 
M.  WILLIAM  HOLDEN 
WILLARD  C.  HITCHCOCK 

Board  of  Health 


Road  Commissioners'  Report 


To  the  Voters  of  the  Town  of  Palmer: 

The  Board  of  Road  Commissioners  herewith  submit 
their  seventh  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December 
81,  1926. 

The  organization  of  the  Board  was  as  follows :  Thomas 
J.  Moran,  Chairman,  Jno.  J.  Conway,  Clerk,  Homer  A. 
Shaw. 

Sherman  M.  Stebbins  was  reappointed  Superinten- 
dent of  Streets. 

All  work  for  which  the  Town  voted  appropriations  in 
special  articles  has  been  completed  with  exception  of  Art. 
43,  Gay  Ave.  sewer  so-called.  On  account  of  the  attitude 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health  in  ruling  that  an  entrance  to 
the  Ware  river  could  not  be  made  at  the  point  desired,  but 
must  be  carried  below  the  tail  race  of  the  Thorndike  Com- 
pany's mill,  the  Commission  did  not  feel  able  to  go  ahead 
with  this  work  until  further  instructed  by  the  town. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  snows  of  February  and  December 
the  past  year,  snow  removal  has  been  more  costly  than  in 
any  previous  year,  totaling  $4821.69,  much  in  excess  of  the 
appropriation  granted  for  that  purpose.  We  believe  a 
much  more  generous  amount  should  be  granted  for  snow 
removal. 

We  were  able  to  obtain  but  one  truck  and  plow  this 
winter  from  the  Board  of  Public  Works  instead  of  two  as 
formerly,  and  have  been  obliged  to  purchase  for  the  town 
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one  plow,  making  arrangements  for  its  attachment  to  a 
locally  owned  truck  to  be  used  as  needed. 

The  tractor  and  plow  purchased  in  February  of  the 
past  year  has  proved  to  be  a  very  valuable  piece  of  appara- 
tus not  only  for  snow  removal  but  for  summer  work  as 
well,  displacing  the  use  of  horses  altogether  on  road  work. 


The  Commission  has  at  last  a  definite  promise  of  aid 
on  the  section  of  proposed  improved  highway  from  B.  & 
A.  R.  R.  in  village  of  Three  Rivers  to  connect  with  recently 
built  improved  section  of  highway  from  Belchertown  line 
north. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  section  in  Town  of  Palmer 
would  cost  approximately  $4000.00,  of  which  amount  the 
County  and  State  have  agreed  to  each  assume  one  third. 
This  makes  so  favorable  a  proposition  that  the  commission 
recommend  this  section  be  built  the  present  year  and  money 
appropriated  therefore. 

The  improvement  and  widening  of  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Church  Streets  has  been  finally  settled  in  what  we 
believe  to  be  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  when  entirely 
completed  will  make  materially  for  much  greater  safety  of 
travel  at  this  point. 

The  following  statement  shows  in  condensed  form  the 
appropriations  handled  by  this  Board. 


Highways 


Highways 
Tractor  and  Plow 
Snow  Removal 
Bridges 
Railings 

Sewers  and  Culverts 


Appro- 
priations 
$15,500.00 
2,650.00 
2,000.00 
1,500.00 
400.00 
3,000.00 


Expended 
15,062.58 
2,650.00 
4,821.69 
944.96 
302.29 
2,835.63 
(381.49) 


*2,821.69 


Unex- 
pended 
437.42 


555.04 
97.71 
164.37 
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Art  41-F 

500  00 

-H118  51^ 

(438.41) 

Art    41  f. 

700  00 

g  \6\J1.0V  ) 

(2,000.00) 

§(261.59) 

Art.  42 

325.00 

325.00 

Art.  41-H 

t  (.118.51) 

2,380.10 

Art.  43-B 

4,000.00 

25.00 

3,975.00 

Art.  43-iD 

544.00 

384.22 

159.78 

Art.  43-E 

1,600.00 

980.21 

619.79 

Art.  43-F 

75.00 

30.25 

44.75 

Curbing 

1,250.00 

718.17 

531.83 

New  Truck 

1,500.00 

1,422.15 

77.85 

Walk  Repairs 

2,400.00 

2,261.16 

138.84 

39,944.00 

35,963.31 

6,802.38 

^Includes  $500.00  turned  over  to  Town  for  work  at  corner 
Main  and  Church  Streets. 

*  Overdrawn 

fTransferred  from  Art.  41-F 
§Transferred  from  Art.  41-G 


RECOMMENDATIONS 

The  Commission  recommend  that  Walnut  Street  and 
Converse  Avenue  in  the  village  of  Palmer  be  hardened  in 
the  near  future  or  as  soon  as  the  voters  feel  that  the  Town's 
finances  will  permit. 

Recommendations  for  regular  appropriations  for  1927 
are  as  follows : 

Highways  $15,000.00 
Snow  Removal  3,000.00 
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Bridges  1,500.00 

Railings  400,00 

Sewers  and  Culverts  3,000.00 

Repair  of  Walks  2,400.00 

Curbing  1,250.00 


T.  J.  MORAN 
JNO.  J.  CONWAY 
H.  A.  SHAW 


Road  Commissioners 


Overseers  of  the  Poor  Report 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  Palmer: 

The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Palmer  herewith 
submit  their  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1926. 

Through  whom  aided  No.  Aided  Amount 

Town  Farm  22       $  5,108.77 

In  homes  and  private  families  149  10,752.97 

Poor   under   Chapter   763   Acts  1913 

(Mother's  Aid)  47  6,268.40 

Persons  aided  in  other  cities  and  towns 

having  settlement  in  this  town  39  1,322.56 

Persons   aided    in   this   town  having 

settlement  in  other  cities  and  towns  20  658.10 

Persons  aided  in  this  town  having  no 

settlement  in  Commonwealth  3  170.00 

Amount  expended  on  this  last  item  will  be  reimbursed  by 
State,  also  one  third  of  amount  expended  for  Mother's  Aid. 


RECEIPTS 

Appropriations 

General  Adminstration  $20,000.00 
Salaries  600.00 
Town  Physician  200.00 
Clerical  Work  300.00  21,100.00 
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Town  Farm: 

Sale  of  Produce  1,484.36 

Sale,  of  Stock  87.70 

Sale  of  Wood  117.00 

Board  of  Inmates  '                     884.00  2,573.06 

Reimbursements : 

State  2,397.23 

Other  Cities  and  Towns  1,042.89    3,440.12  $27,113.18 


PAYMENTS 

Salaries: 

Board  of  Overseers  600.00 
Town  Physician  200.00 
Clerical  Work  300.00  1,100.00 

Town  Farm: 

Warden  1,200.00 
Labor  876.68 
Groceries  and  Provisions  822.91 
Dry  Goods  and  Clothing  111.65 
Fuel  and  Light  507.49 
Hay  and  Grain  950.59 
Equipment  363.41 
Telephone  42.73 
Sundry  Items  233.31  5,108.77 

Outside  Poor: 

Rent  1,907.92 

Provisions  and  Clothing  9,699.06 
Fuel  722.08 
Board  and  Care  803.56 

Hospital  and  Medical  Treatment,  1,008.38 

Cash  3,797.05 
Telephone  71.57 
Grain  86.00 

Aid  by  other  cities  and  towns  1,044.96 
Burial  40.00 
Sundry  Items  114.99  $19,295.57 


$25,504.34 
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NET  COST  OF  CHARITIES 

Total  Expense  $25,504.34 
Less  Receipts  of  Town  Farm  2,573.06 
Less  Reimbursements  from  State  2,397.23 

Less  Reimbursements  of  other  cities  1,042.89    6,013.18  $19,491.16 


NET  COST  OF  TOWN  FARM 

Total  Expense  for  1926  $5,108.77 

Less  Receipts  for  1926  2,573.06 

Less  Outstanding  Bills  564.71  3,137.77 

Net  Cost  $1,971.00 


RECEIPTS 


Milk  $1,484.36 
Produce  204.70 
Board  884.00  $2,573.06 


DISBURSEMENTS 
Paid  Town  Treasurer  $2,573.06 


BILLS  RECEIVABLE 


For  Milk  150.00 
For  Board  564.71 

$714.71 

Number  of  Inmates  Registered  during,  year  22 
Largest  number  at  one  time  15 
Average  number  supplied  for  year  8 
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INVENTORY 


Furniture  and  Tableware  $  900.00 

Food  and  Supplies  330.00 

Live  Stock  1,510.00 

Hay,  Grain  and  Ensilage  1,415.00 

Farm  Implements  980.00 

Wood  Coal  and  Lumber  600.00 


$5,735.00 


The  Board  recommends  the  following  appropriations  for  its 
during  the  year  1927. 

Support  of  Poor  $25,000.00 

Salaries  of  Board  600.00 

Clerical  Work  300.00 

Town  Physician  200.00 


$26,100.00 


CHAS.  GIROUX,  M.  D. 
THOMAS  W.  MANSFIELD 
PATRICK  McKELLIGOTT 

Overseers  of  Poor 


Report  of  Young  Men's  Library 
Association 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1926 

To  the  Members  of  the  Young  Men's  Library  Association : 

I  herewith  submit  my  sixteenth  annual  report  as 
Librarian  of  your  Association.    The  report  will  be  brief. 

CIRCULATION 

The  total  circulation  for  the  year  was  66,864,  divided 
as  follows: — Main  Library,  35,615;  Three  Rivers  Branch, 
17,621;  Thorndike  Branch,  6,797;  Bondsville  Branch, 
6,831. 

The  increase  over  that  of  last  year  is  4,495.  In  fact, 
the  circulation  for  the  past  year  is  the  largest  which  the 
library  has  ever  enjoyed.  The  largest  circulation  hereto- 
fore was  in  1922;  it  was  65,371. 

I  think  a  statement  of  the  circulation  since  I  became 
Librarian  in  1911  would  be  interesting.  Circulations  have 
been  as  follows :— 1911,  20.044;  1912,  26,007;  1913,  36,954; 
1914,  40,002;  1915,  53,662  ;  1916,  49,408;  1917,  47,738;  1918, 
45,400;  1919,  55,472;  1920,  54,499;  1921,  62,399;  1922, 
65,371;  1923,  65,167;  1924,  62,458;  1925,  62,369;  1926, 
66,864. 
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STATE  READING  PLAN 

I  believe  that  one  of  the  outstanding  causes  of  our  in- 
crease in  circulation  this  year  has  been  the  operation  of 
the  State  Reading  Plan.  Since  April,  the  plan  has  been 
fairly  well  "under  full  sail."  The  pupils  have  read  a  great 
many  books  and  many  certificates  offered  for  the  reading 
of  five  books  have  been  issued  to  the  children  in  our  schools. 

In  all,  3,213  books  were  read  and  224  certificates  were 
issued.  The  plan  is  being  carried  out  under  the  joint  direc- 
tion of  the  Library  and  School  Department.  Mrs.  Ruth 
Davis  has  done  some  very  efficient  work  and  has  received 
the  whole-hearted  cooperation  of  the  teachers. 

The  books,  grade  by  grade,  which  we  have  selected 
for  this  reading  plan  thus  far  are  as  follows  : 

Grade  4 

Aesop's  Fables ; 

Seven  Little  Sisters ; 

Short  Stories  From  American  History; 

Lonesomest  Doll ; 

Around  the  World  With  the  Children  ; 
Alice's  Adventures  in  Wonderland ; 
Clematis ; 

Stories  of  Early  American  History  ; 

Fairy  Tales  ; 

Dr.  Dolittle; 

Pinocchio ; 

Little  Lame  Prince  ; 

Toby  Tyler ; 

French  Twins. 
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Grade  5 

Lizbeth  Longfrock ; 
Little  Men; 

True  Story  of  Benjamin  Franklin 
Arlo; 

What  Katy  Did; 

Little  Maid  of  Bunker  Hill; 

Water  Babies ; 

Two  Little  Confederates ; 

Stories  of  the  Pilgrims ; 

King  of  the  Golden  River ; 

Heidi ; 

Bird's  Christmas  Carol. 

Grade  6 

Little  Women; 
Peter  and  Wendy; 
Rocky  Fork ; 
Dan's  Boy ; 

What  Katy  Did  at  School; 
Boy's  Book  of  Mounted  Police; 
Hans  Brinker ; 
Junior  Cup ; 
Peterkin  Papers ; 
Robin  Hood; 
*  Boys  of  the  Ages ; 
Sinopah  the  Indian  Boy. 

Grade  7 

Old  Fashioned  Girl ; 
Story  of  a  Bad  Boy ; 
Greyfriars  Bobby ; 
Master  Shylock; 
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Blith  McBride; 

Boy's  Life  of  Roosevelt; 

Maid  of  '76; 

Jim  Davis ; 

Anne  of  Green  Gables ; 
Boys  of  St.  Timothy's ; 
King  Arthur  Stories ; 
Rebecca  of  Sunnybrook  Farm. 

Grade  8 

Two  Years  Before  the  Mast; 

Adventures  of  Billy  Topsail; 

Little  Shepherd  of  Kingdom  Come; 

Working  Through  at  Lincoln  High ; 

Man  Without  a  Country ; 

High  Benton ; 

Spirit  of  the  Leader; 

Story  of  My  Life ; 

Maid  of  Old  Manhattan; 

Life  of  Mark  Twain ; 

Ivanhoe ; 

Mother  Carey's  Chicken. 

Grade  9 

Man  For  the  Ages ; 
Americanization  of  Edward  Bok ; 
Fifty-four-forty  or  Fight ; 
Ramona; 

New  England  Girlhood; 

Life  of  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  ; 

Oregon  Trail ; 

David  Ives ; 

Kidnapped ; 

Lad,  a  Dog; 

Up  from  Slavery ; 

Virginian. 
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Changes 

During-  the  past  year  we  suffered  two  distinct  losses. 

Owing  to  the  closing  of  the  Thorndike  Recreation 
Association  Building,  we  had  to  find  new  quarters.  We 
have  placed  books  in  the  post  office  where  excellent  ser- 
vice is  being  given.  There  is,  of  course,  not  quite  the  same 
opportunity  in  the  evening  to  obtain  books  as  there  was  in 
the  other  building.  The  Thorndike  Association  donated 
to  us  several  hundred  books  which  they  owned. 

Last  spring,  Pickering  Hall  was  burne<3  and  our  entire 
stock  of  books  was  destroyed,  amounting  to  a  few  thousand 
volumes.  There  was  no  available  place  for  a  library,  ex- 
cept in  the  Three  Rivers  Grammar  School.  Rather  than 
have  the  village  bereft  of  all  library  facilities,  the  School 
Committee  made  available  a  place  in  the  Three  Rivers 
Grammar  School.  This  is  used  extensively  by  high  school 
pupils. 

Aims 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Association  to  provide  library 
facilities  to  meet  every  desirable  need  in  the  town.  We 
are  maintaining,  in  the  various  villages,  branches  which 
have  apparently  met  a  real  need,  if  wre  can  judge  anything 
by  the  amount  of  patronage,  in  view  of  the  limited  number 
of  books  we  are  able  to  provide.  I  wish  it  were  possible 
for  us  to  offer  a  wider  range  of  selection  in  books  in  these 
branches.  As  it  is,  we  are  expending  slightly  more  than 
the  appropriation  given  us  by  the  Town.  We  can  not 
further  extend  ourselves  until  we  have  more  money.  We 
shall  endeavor  to  provide  every  means  within  our  power 
during  the  coming  year. 
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STATISTICS 

The  following  statistics  are  given : 

CIRCULATION 
Books  and  Magazines 


Main  Library  35,615 

Three  Rivers  Branch  17,621 

Thorndike  Branch  6,797 

Bondsville  Branch  6,831 


Total, 

Last  Year  62,369 


Increase,  4,495 


Respectfully  submitted, 
CLIFTON  H.  HOBSON, 

Librarian 


TREASURER'S  REPORT  FOR  1926 


Receipts 

Jan.  5,  1926  Balance  $  55.50 

Received  from  Town  of  Palmer  4,600.00 

Fines,  etc.  98.27 

Membership  Dues.  12.00 
Withdrawn  from  Palmer  Savings 

Bank.  125.00 


Total  $4,890.77 
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Disbursements 


Salaries  $2,714.85 

Books,  Magazines  1,506.23 

Supplies,  Lights  and  Telephone  245.52 

Fuel  280.98 

Repairs  36.30 

Removal  of  Ashes  28.65 

Substitute  Janitor  42.00 

Printing  17.25 

Miscellaneous  5.00 


Total  $4,876.78 


Balance,  January  5,  1927  $  13.99 


FRANK  S.  KEITH 

Treasurer 


Tax  Collector's  Report 


ACCOUNT  OF  1924 

Outstanding  January  1,  1926  $5,030.67 

Interest  436.27 
Amount  in  excess  on  1925  report 

in  abatements  .17 


$5,467.11 


Paid  Treasurer  $5,203.11 
Abatements  264.00 


$5,467.11 


ACCOUNT  OF  1925 

Outstanding  January  1,  1926  $26,628.89 
Interest  659.98 


$27,388.87 


Paid  Treasurer  $19,341.00 
Abatements  33.75 


19,374.75 


Outstanding  December  31,  1926, 


$7,914.12 
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ACCOUNT  OF  1926 

Assessors'  Warrants  to  be  collected  $298,314.30 
Interest  133.53 


$298,447.83 

Paid  Treasurer  $267,789.31 
Abatements  83.39 

267,872.70 


Outstanding  December  31,  1926  $30,575.13 
JOHN  T.  BROWN, 

Collector  of  Taxes. 


License  Commissioners'  Report 


The  Board  of  License  Commissioners  met  and  or- 
ganized March  26th  with  the  same  officers  as  the  previous 
year. 

The  number  of  licenses  issued  for  the  year  were  as 
follows : 


Sunday  Licenses 
Common  Victualers 
Inn  Holders 
Third  Class 


54 
26 
6 
3 

a 


Lodging  House 


MICHAEL  J.  SULLIVAN,  Chairman 
NEIL  McDONALD,  Clerk 


OSCAR  BRESSETTE 


Selectmen's  Report 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  re- 
port : 

Organization:  The  Board  organized  with  the  choice 
of  William  B.  Kerigan  as  Chairman,  and  Frank  G.  Rogers 
as  Clerk. 

Appointments:  Ernest  E.  Hobson  was  appointed 
Town  Counsel;  Harriette  Paine,  Bookkeeper;  David  L. 
Bodfish,  Burial  Agent;  David  L.  Bodfish,  Superintendent 
of  Graves;  M.  Scott  French,  Chief  Engineer;  Louis 
Leveillee,  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures;  Fred  H.  Smith 
and  Michael  H.  Davitt,  Inspectors  of  Animals ;  and  Timo- 
thy J.  Crimmins,  Chief  of  Police. 

The  Board  has  given  conscientious  attention  to  such 
matters  as  have  arisen  during  the  year. 

Acting  under  authority  of  the  vote  passed  last  year, 
the  Selectmen,  with  counsel,  attended  all  the  hearings 
given  by  the  committee  of  the  legislature  which  was  con- 
sidering the  taking  of  the  waters  of  the  Ware  River  for 
additional  water  supply  for  Boston  and  the  Metropolitan 
Water  District.  In  conjunction  with  other  towns  affected, 
as  good  a  fight  as  possible  was  made  to  prevent  the  tak- 
ing and  to  secure  proper  safeguards  in  any  legislation 
enacted.  As  a  result  of  all  the  hearings,  the  legislature 
passed  what  is  known  as  Chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1926, 
providing  for  the  taking  of  the  flood  waters  of  the  Ware 
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River.  This  act  also  provides  that  the  commission  ap- 
pointed under  it  should  submit  to  the  General  Court  not 
later  than  the  first  Wednesday  of  January  in  1927,  a  draft 
of  such,  legislation  as  it  might  deem  necessary  or  advisable 
for  the  development  of  an  adequate  future  water  supply 
from  the  Swift  River.  Through  the  Town  Counsel,  who 
has  attended  various  conferences  held  by  this  commission, 
the  Board  has  kept  in  touch  with  the  work  of  the  com- 
mission in  this  respect  and  has  made  several  suggestions 
for  embodiment  in  the  report.  This  report  has  now  been  filed 
with  the  legislature  and  is  known  as  House  271,  and  has 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Water  Supply.  The  tak- 
ing of  the  waters  of  the  Swift  River  vitally  affects  the  Vil- 
lage of  Bondsville  and  to  a  certain  extent  the  village  of  Three 
Rivers,  and  therefore  the  whole  Town  of  Palmer.  Your 
Board  feels  that  the  prudential  officers  of  the  town  should 
carefully  watch  the  proposed  legislation  during  the  pre- 
sent session  of  the  legislature  and  that  efforts  should  be 
made  to  see  that  a  sufficient  amount  of  process  water  is 
permitted  to  flow  down  the  river  and  that  the  town  is 
adequately  protected  by  proper  damage  clauses.  To  this 
end  we  have  caused  an  article  to  be  inserted  in  the  war- 
rant under  which  the  voters  may  authorize  such  repre- 
sentation at  legislative  hearings  as  is  desired. 

Some  time  ago  it  developed  that  the  town  had  no 
legal  title  to  the  land  on  which  the  Town  House  stands, 
the  deed  never  having  been  recorded  and  not  being  in  the 
possession  of  any  town  official.  Due  to  .  the  method  of 
conveying  the  Sykes  farm,  of  which  the  Town  House  lot 
was  once  a  part,  it  appears  that  the  record  title  stands  in 
the  name  of  the  Otis  Company.  The  Otis  Company, 
realizing  the  situation,  expressed  its  willingness  and  de- 
sire to  quitclaim  its  interest  in  the  land  to  the  town,  and 
through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Redman,  its  Agent  at  Three 
Rivers,  and  Mr.  Henry  G.  Nichols,  Treasurer  of  the  Com- 
pany, a  proper  deed  of  conveyance  has  been  secured. 
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During  the  year,  petition  was  presented  to  the  Board 
by  the  Standard  Oil  Company  for  the  right  to  maintain 
a  gasoline  service  station  upon  the  property  known  as 
the  Dr.  Cheney  property  situate  at  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Church  Streets  in  the  Depot  Village.  After  a  number  of 
hearings  the  permit  was  granted.  During  the  negotia- 
tions, in  connection  with  the  granting  of  the  permit,  the 
Board  was  enabled  to  arrange  for  the  conveyance  to  the 
town  without  cost  of  such  land  as  was  necessary  to 
straighten  Main  Street  at  that  point,  and  m  addition  re- 
ceived five  hundred  dollars  to  be  used  toward  defraying 
the  expense  of  straightening  the  street  and  making  other 
improvements.  The  improvements  have  been  made  and 
as  a  result  the  street  has  been  considerably  widened  and  a 
dangerous  curve  eliminated,  all  with  but  little  cost  to  the 
town. 

The  bad  condition  prevalent  at  the  Wire  Mill  under- 
pass has  received  the  attention  of  the  Board.  It  was  sug- 
gested that  the  Department  of  Public  Works  might  desire 
to  widen  the  state  highway  at  this  place,  which  work 
might  be  done  in  connection  with  the  installation  of  a 
passageway  for  pedestrians,  at  a  saving  to  both  parties  in- 
terested. The  department,  however,  has  indicated  only 
recently  that  it  was  not  interested  in  such  widening.  There- 
fore the  town  will  have  to  bring  proceedings  alone.  Peti- 
tion is  to  be  filed  forthwith  with  the  County  Commissioners 
asking  for  such  alterations  and  improvements  at  the  under- 
pass as  they  may  adjudge  the  safety  and  convenience  of 
the  public  require. 

WILLIAM  B.  KERIGAN, 
FRANK  G.  ROGERS, 
CHARLES  A.  CALLAHAN. 

Selectmen  of  Palmer 


\ 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
Statement  of  Recommendations  for  the  year  1927 


Election  and  Registration  $  700.00 

Premium  Workman's  Compensation  Insurance  950.00 

Auditing  and  Accounting  1,490.00 

Selectmen's  Other  Expenses  500.00 

Selectmen's  Contingent  Account  1,800.00 

Special  Police  1,000.00 

Printing  and  Distribution  of  Town  Reports  900.00 

Salaries  of  Selectmen  1,000.00 

Law  and  Claim  Department  1,500.00 

Insurance  500.00 

Soldiers  Relief  1,000.00 


WILLIAM  B.  KERIGAN, 
FRANK  G.  ROGERS, 
CHARLES  A.  CALLAHAN. 


Board  of  Selectmen. 


Auditors'  Report 


We  have  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer,  Tax  Collector,  Town  Clerk,  Sealer  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  and  Secretary  of  the  Cemetery  Commis- 
sioners for  the  year  1926,  and  beg  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing : 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 


Receipts 


Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1926  $64,114.83 
John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Coll.,  taxes  1924  $4,766.84 
John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Coll.,  taxes  1925  18,681.02 
John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Coll.,  taxes  1926  267,655.78 
John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Coll.,  interest 

1924-1926,  1,229.78 
Wire  Mill  District  School  Loan  46,000.00 
Premium  and  interest  on  above  issue  333.96 
Anticipation  of  Revenue  Loans  225,000.00 
Commonwealth,  taxes,  reim- 
bursements etc.  109,531.17 
All  other  sources  20,670.57  693,869.12 


$757,983.95 
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Disbursements 

Paid  out  on  Town  Warrants  $686,092.30 
Balance  December  31,  1926  71,891.65 


$757,983.95 


ROBERT  L.  McDONALD, 

Town  Treasurer. 


TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 

DOG  LICENSES 

Licenses  issued : 

Males  and  Spayed  Females,  524  @  $2.00  $1,048.00 
Females,  83  @  $5.00  415.00 
Breeders,  1  @  $25.00  25.00 


$1,488.00 


PAYMENTS'  TO  COUNTY  TREASURER 

June  1,  1926  $1,162.40 
December  1,  1926  204.00 


1,366.40 


Fees  deducted 


121.60 

$1,488.00 


87 


TAX  COLLECTOR'S  REPORT 

Account  of  1924 

Outstanding  January  1,  1926  $5,030.67 

Interest  436.27 
Amount  in  excess  on  1925  report 

in  abatements  .17 


Paid  Treasurer  $5,203.11 
Abatements  264.00 


$5,467.11 


$5,467.11 


Account  of  1925 

Outstanding  January  1,  1926  $26,628.89 
Interest  659.98 


$27,288.87 

Paid  Treasurer  $19,341.00 
Abatements  33.75 


19,374.75 


Outstanding  December  31,  1926  $7,914.12 

Account  of  1926 

Assessors'  Warrants  to  be  collected  $298,314.30 
Interest  133.53 


$298,447.83 
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Paid  Treasurer  $267,789.31 
Abatements  83.39 


267,872.70 

Outstanding  December  31,  1926  $30,575.13 

JOHN  T.  BROWX, 
Collector  of  Taxes 


CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS  ACCOUNT 

Appropriation  $3,500.00 
Expenditures  $3,150.92 
Balance  349.08 


$3,500.00 


Amounts  collected  and  paid  Town  Treasurer  as  follows : — 

Sale  of  Lots  $  181.50 

Care  of  Lots  1,298.00 

Grading  Lots  69.25 

Opening  Graves  529.00 

Foundations  221.15 

All  Others  10.10 

2,309.00 
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CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS  FUND 


Balance  January  1,  1926  1,349.93 
Interest  to  December  31,  1926  1,039.55 
Care  of  Lots  for  the  Year  855.00  184.55 


Balance  December  31,  1926  1,534.48 
Balance  Perpetual  Care  Fund 

December  31,  1925  21,496.00 

Perpetual  Care  Fund,  December  31,  1926  22,046.00 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

Fees  collected  1925  as  per  receipt  book  $  90.30 
Fees  collected  1926  as  per  receipt  book  192.69 


282.99 

Paid  Town  Treasurer  1926  $282.99 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  J.  WILDER, 
FRANCIS  J.  HORGAN, 
HOWARD  S.  CURTIS, 


Auditors 


Treasurer's  Report 


RECEIPTS 

Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1926,  $64,114.83 
John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Coll.,  taxes  1924,  $  4,766.84 

John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Coll.,  taxes  1925,  18,681.02 
John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Coll.,  taxes  1926,  267,655.78 
John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Coll.,  interest  1924-1926,  1,229.78 
Wire  Mill  District  School  Loan,  46,000.00 
Premium  and  interest  on  above  issue,  333.96 
Anticipation  of  Revenue  Loans  225,000.00 
Commonwealth,  taxes,  reimbursements  etc.,  109,531.17 
All  other  sources,  20,670.57  693,869.12 

$757,983.95 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Paid  out  on  Town  Warrants,  $686,092.30 
Balance  December  31,  1926,  71,891.65 

$757,983.95 


ROBERT  L.  McDOXALD, 

Town  Treasurer 


Town  Warrant 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

County  of  Hampden,  ss.  Town  of  Palmer 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Palmer, 
in  said  County, 

GREETING: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  all  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  Town  of  Palmer,  qualified  to  vote  in  the  elec- 
tions of  town  officers,  to  meet  at  the  several  polling  places 
in  said  Palmer,  designated  by  the  Selectmen,  to  wit :  In 
Precinct  A,  at  Holbrook  Hall  in  the  Holbrook  Building 
on  Main  Street  in  the  Depot  Village,  in  Precinct  B,  at 
Recreation  Building  (room  on  the  street  floor)  on  Com- 
mercial Street  in  Thorndike,  in  Precinct  C,  at  Cercle  Cana- 
dien  Hall  on  East  Main  Street  in  Three  Rivers ;  and  in 
Precinct  D,  at  Boston  Duck  Company's  Hall  on  Main 
Street  in  Bondsville,  on  Monday,  the  seventh  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, A.  D.  1927,  at  six  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  then  and 
there  to  give  in  their  votes  on  one  ballot  to  the  precinct 
officers  of  the  several  voting  precincts  of  said  town,  for 
the  following  town  officers,  to  wit :  Three  Selectmen, 
a  Town  Treasurer,  a  Tax  Collector,  three  Auditors,  five 
Constables,  three  License  Commissioners,  a  Tree  Warden, 
and  two  members  of  Planning  Board,  all  for  the  term  of 
one  year ;  one  Assessor  (to  fill  vacancy)  for  the  term  of 


92 


two  years ;  one  member  of  the  School  Committee  (to  fill 
vacancy)  for  the  term  of  two  years ;  two  members  of 
Planning  Board  for  the  term  of  two  years ;  a  Town  Clerk, 
one  Road  Commissioner,  one  Overseer  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  one  Cemetery  Commissioner,  and  two  members 
of  the  Planning  Board,  all  for  the  term  of  three  years. 

The  polls  will  be  open  at  six  o'clock  in  the  forenoon 
and  will  be  closed  at  three-thirty  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

And  you  are  further  hereby  required  to  notify  and 
warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  Palmer,  qualified  to  vote  in 
town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town  House  at  Four  Corners, 
in  said  Palmer,  on  Monday,  the  fourteenth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, A.  D.  1927,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  then 
and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  viz  : 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Article  2.    To  choose  all  other  usual  town  officers. 


Article  3.    To  act  on  the  reports  of  the  town  officers. 

Article  4.  To  raise  money  and  make  appropriations 
to  defray  expenses  of  the  town  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Town 
Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  bor- 
row during  the  ensuing  financial  year,  in  anticipation  of 
the  revenue  of  said  year,  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be 
necessary  for  current  expenses  of  the  town,  but  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  aggregate  the  amount  permitted  by  law, 
giving  the  note  or  notes  of  the  town  therefor,  payable 
within  one  year  from  the  date  thereof,  all  debts  incurred 
under  authority  of  this  vote  to  be  paid  from  revenue  of 
the  said  financial  year. 
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Article  6.  To  hear  and  act  on  the  reports  of  com- 
mittees. 

Article  7.  To  choose  committees  and  give  them  in- 
structions. 

Article  8.  To  determine  the  manner  and  state  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  collecting  the  taxes  for  the  en- 
suing year,  and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  collector  of 
taxes. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate money  to  suppress  the  illegal  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate money  for  the  Young  Men's  Library  Association, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  money  to 
convey  pupils  to  and  from  public  schools,  and  instruct  the 
school  committee  as  to  the  manner  of  letting  the  contract 
for  such  conveyance. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise 
money  for  the  observance  of  Memorial  Day. 

Article  13.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
in  relation  to  sewers. 

Article  14.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
in  respect  to  lighting  the  streets  and  whether  it  will 
authorize  the  selectmen  to  make  contract  therefor,  and 
raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the  same. 
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Article  15.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
in  reference  to  the  planting  and  preservation  of  shade 
trees. 

Article  16.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
in  regard  to  sidewalks  and  curbing. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate money  for  the  improvement  of  cemeteries. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money 
for  the  suppression  of  gypsy  and  brown-tail  moths  and 
elm  tree  beetles. 

Article  19.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
relative  to  suits  and  claims  now  pending  against  the  town. 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  money  for  the  insurance  and  maintenance  of 
the  auto  fire  trucks  for  the  ensuing  year,  or  see  what  ac- 
tion it  will  take  relative  thereto. 

Article  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money 
for  defraying  the  town's  share  of  the  support  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court. 

Article  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  such 
sum  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  cost  of 
rent,  janitor  service  and  maintenance  of  the  town  orifices 
in  the  Holbrook  Building. 

Article  23.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  sprinkle 
or  spread  upon  its  public  ways,  or  parts  thereof,  water  or 
any  liquid  or  material  suitable  for  laying  or  preventing 
dust  and  preserving  the  surface  of  such  ways  and  for  sani- 
tary purposes,  the  cost  thereof  to  be  assessed  upon  abutt- 
ing estates,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
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Article  24.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate any  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  to  the  Wing  Memo- 
rial Hospital  Association  for  the  charitable  purposes  of 
said  association  in  this  town,,  or  for  the  care  and  support 
in  said  hospital  of  persons  wholly  or  in  part  unable  to  sup- 
port or  care  for  themselves,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Article  25.  To  see  if  the  town  will  make  provision 
for  reimbursing  the  police  officers  for  expenses  incurred 
in  the  investigation  of  cases  and  otherwise  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties. 

Article  26.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,000.00  to  help  defray  the  cost  of 
maintaining  the  District  Nurse. 

Article  27.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  maintain 
police  in  the  several  villages,  authorize  the  selectmen  to 
employ  and  appoint  in  addition  a  Chief  of  Police,  and  to 
make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  all  the 
police  officers  of  the  town,  and  raise  and  appropriate  money 
for  the  same. 

Article  28.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate money  to  meet  the  town's  share  of  the  cost  to  the 
County  of  Hampden  for  providing  adequate  hospital  care 
for  consumptives  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  111  of 
the  General  Laws. 

Article  29.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  or  any  sum,  to  be 
expended  within  the  town  under  the  direction  of  the  Trus- 
tees for  County  Aid  to  Agriculture  for  the  promotion  of 
boys'  and  girls'  work  in  agriculture,  home  making  and 
country  life  in  the  town,  including  agricultural  demon- 
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stration  work  on  land  owned  by  the  town,  or  owned  by 
any  resident  of  the  town,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  45  of  Chapter  128  of  the  General  Laws. 

Article  30.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money 
under  the  authority  of  Section  22  of  Chapter  115  of  the 
General  Laws  for  the  care  of  graves  of  persons  who  served 
in  the  Army,  Navy  or  Marine  Corps  of  the  United  States 
in  time  of  war  or  insurrection  and  were  honorably  dis- 
charged from  such  service. 

Article  31.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  instruct 
the  selectmen  to  represent  the  town  with  counsel  on  all 
matters  pending  before  the  legislature  regarding  the  tak- 
ing of  the  waters  of  the  Swift  River  for  the  uses  of  the 
Metropolitan  Water  District. 

Article  32.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money, 
to  be  expended  in  the  discretion  and  under  the  direction 
of  the  selectmen,  for  the  repair  and1'  maintenance  of  the 
clock  in  the  Universalist  Church  tower  in  the  Depot  Vil- 
lage, or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  33.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing 
and  equipping  the  new  Ouabaug  School  building  in  the 
Wire  Mill  District. 

Article  34.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  furnish 
electric  current  for  the  lighting  of  the  four  danger  signal 
lights  erected  by  the  Commonwealth  and  situate  one  on 
each  side  of  the  underpasses  near  the  electric  light  sta- 
tion and  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the  same. 

Article  35.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  acquire 
by  purchase  from  the  Thorndike  Company,  for  use  in  con- 
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nection  with  the  Thorndike  Grammar  School,  the  tract  of 
land  lying  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  present  school  and 
bounded  northerly  by  Main  Street,  Easterly  by  Commer- 
cial Street,  Southerly  by  land  of  the  heirs  of  H.  E.  W. 
Clark  and  land  of  Daniel  J.  Sullivan  and  Westerly  by  the 
school  lot,  and  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the  same. 

Article  36.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept 
the  provisions  of  Section  73  of  Chapter  41  of  the  General 
Laws  providing  for  a  Board  of  Survey. 

Article  37.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Planning  Board  established  at  the  last  an- 
nual meeting  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  survey  of  the 
town  and  developing  therefrom  a  zoning  map  and  by-laws 
for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  use  of  property  and  the 
construction  of  buildings  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  General  Laws. 

Article  38.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  construction  of  a 
sewer,  with  suitable  catch  basins,  on  Old  Center  Road,  so- 
called,  Thorndike,  from  corner  of  George  Fortune's  prop- 
erty through  Gay  Avenue  and  the  Ware  Road  to  the 
Ware  River,  install  a  septic  tank  in  connection  therewith, 
or  carry  sewage  from  said  streets  through  any  other  street 
or  road  and  private  land  to  the  Ware  River,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Article  39.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate a  sum  of  money  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Oak  Street  in  the  Village  of  Three  Rivers  from  the  inter- 
section of  Charles  and  Oak  Streets  northerly  to  a  point  in 
the  Ware  and  Swift  Rivers. 
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Article  40.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  such  sum  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to 
pay  overdrafts  made  by  the  several  departments  of  the 
town  during  the  year  1926,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Article  41.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  and  al- 
low a  town  way  known  as  Hill  Street  in  the  Village  of 
Thorndike  as  laid  out  by  the  Road  Commissioners  as  fol- 
lows:  Beginning  at  a  concrete  bound  in  the  northeast- 
erly side  of  Church  Street  in  the  Villge  of  Thorndike,  in 
said  Palmer,  said  bound  being  in  the  northwest  corner  of 
Auction  Lot  numbered  61  as  shown  on  "plan  of  Property 
of  Thorndike  Company,  W.  H.  &  H.  W.  Brainerd,  En- 
gineers, October,  1926,"  recorded  with  Hampden  County 
Deeds,  Book  of  Plans  Y,  Pages  82  and  83;  thence  N.  39° 
10'  E.  two  hundred  fifty-five  and  10/100  (255.10)  feet  to 
a  concrete  bound ;  thence  by  a  curve  to  the  left  with  a 
radius  of  one  hundred  fifty-three  feet  a  distance  of  three 
hundred  ninety-three  (393)  feet  to  a  concrete  bound  in 
line  of  land  of  the  Thorndike  Company;  thence  N.  51° 
52'  W.  fifty-nine  (59)  feet  to  a  concrete  bound;  thence  by 
a  curve  to  the  right  with  a  radius  of  one  hundred  seventy- 
three  (173)  feet  a  distance  of  one  hundred  thirty-four  and 
42/100  (134.42)  feet  to  a  concrete  bound;  thence  N.  6° 
52'  W.  two  hundred  seventy-eight  (278)  feet  to  a  concrete 
bound  in  line  of  land  of  the  Thorndike  Company.  The  line 
described  is  the  southeasterly  and  easterly  side  line  of 
land  of  the  Thorndike  Company.  The  line  described  is 
the  southeasterly  and  easterly  side  line  of  said  town  way 
as  laid  out ;  the  northwesterly  and  westerly  side  line  is  des- 
cribed as  follows  :  Beginning  at  a  concrete  bound  in  the 
northeasterly  side  of  said  Church  Street,  said  bound  being 
forty-five  (45)  feet  distant  and  northwesterly  from  the  con- 
crete bound  first  above  mentioned;  thence  southeasterly 
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by  a  curve  to  the  left  with  a  radius  of  sixteen  (16)  feet 
a  distance  of  twenty-three  and  60/100  (23.60)  feet  to  a 
concrete  bound;  thence  N.  39°  10'  E.  two  hundred  twelve 
and  54/100  (212.54)  feet  to  a  concrete  bound  (throughout 
this  course  the  side  lines  are  parallel  and  the  way  as  laid 
out  is  twenty-five  (25)  feet  wide)  ;  thence  N.  23°  10' 
eighty  (80)  feet  to  a  concrete  bound  (in  this  course  the 
way  as  laid  out  widens  from  twenty-five  to  forty  feet)  ; 
thence  by  a  curve  to  the  left  with  a  radius  of  two  hundred 
thirteen  (213)  feet  a  distance  of  two  hundred  seventy-five 
(275)  feet  to  a  concrete  bound  (throughout  this  course 
the  way  as  laid  out  is  forty  feet  wide)  ;  thence  N  51°  52' 
W.  one  hundred  seventy-five  (175)  feet  to  a  concrete  bound 
on  the  southerly  side  of  Harding  Street ;  thence  north- 
easterly, crossing  said  Harding  Street,  forty-two  and  five- 
tenths  (42.5)  feet  to  a  concrete  bound  at  the  easterly 
terminus  of  Harding  Street;  thence  N.  6°  52'  W.  three 
hundred  two  and  20/100  (302.20)  feet  to  a  concrete  bound 
in  line  of  land  of  the  Thorndike  Company  (throughout 
this  course  the  way  as  laid  out  is  forty  feet  wide). 

Article  42.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  and  allow 
a  town  way  known  as  Harding  Street  in  the  Village  of 
Thorndike  as  laid  out  by  the  Road  Commissioners  as  fol- 
lows:  Beginning  at  a  concrete  bound  on  the  westerly  side 
of  Hill  Street  in  the  Village  of  Thorndike,  in  said  Palmer, 
and  at  the  southeasterly  corner  of  Auction  Lot  numbered 
56  and  57  as  shown  on  "Plan  of  Property  of  Thorndike 
Company,  W.  H.  &  H.  W.  Brainerd,  Engineers,  October, 
1926,"  recorded  with  Hampden  County  Deeds,,  Book  of 
Plans  Y,  Pages  82  and  83;  thence  S.  83°  8'  W.  two  hun- 
dred forty-five  and  30/100  (245.30)  feet  to  a  concrete 
bound  on  the  easterly  side  of  Hobbs  Street.  The  line 
described  is  the  northerly  side  line  of  said  town  way  as 
laid  out,  the  southerly  side  line  being  parallel  therewith 
and  forty  (40)  feet  distant  therefrom. 
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Article  43.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  and  allow 
a  town  way  known  as  Hobbs  Street  in  the  Village  of 
Thorndike,  as  laid  out  by  the  Road  Commissioners  as  fol- 
lows :  Beginning  at  a  concrete  bound  in  range  with  the 
southerly  line  of  Harding  Street  in  the  Milage  of  Thorn- 
dike,  in  said  Palmer,  and  forty  (40)  feet  westerly  from  the 
westerly  terminus  of  said  line,  thence  X.  6°  52'  W.  three 
hundred  forty-two  and  20/100  (342.20)  feet  to  a  concrete 
bound  in  line  of  land  of  the  Thorndike  Company.  The  line 
described  is  the  westerly  side  line  of  said  town  way  as  laid 
out,  the  easterly  side  line  being  parallel  therewith  and  forty 
(40)  feet  distant  therefrom.  s 

Article  44.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  and  allow 
a  town  way  known  as  Pine  Avenue  in  the  Village  of  Thorn- 
dike, as  laid  out  by  the  Road  Commissioners  as  follows: 
Beginning  at  a  concrete  bound  in  the  easterly  side  of 
Church  Street  in  the  Villag'e  of  Thorndike,  in  said  Palmer, 
said  bound  being  in  the  southwest  corner  of  Auction  Lot 
numbered  10  as  shown  on  "Plan  of  Property  of  Thorndike 
Company,  W.  H.  &  H.  W.  Brainerd,  Engineers,  October, 
1926,"  recorded  with  Hampden  County  Deeds,  Book  of 
Plans  Y.  Pages  82  and  83.  thence  X.  69°  49'  E.  one  hundred 
fifty  and  30/100  (150.30)  feet  to  a  concrete  bound;  thence 
X.  62°  52'  E.  one  hundred  two  and  60/100  (102.60)  feet 
to  a  concrete  bound;  thence  X.  72°  19'  E.  four  hundred 
thirty-seven  and  60/1Q0  (437,60)  feet  to  a  concrete  bound 
in  line  of  land  of  the  Thorndike  Company.  The  line 
described  is  the  northerly  side  line  of  said  town  way  as  laid 
out;  the  southerly  side  line  is  described  as  follows:  Be- 
ginning at  a  concrete  bound  in  the  easterly  side  of  said 
Church  Street  at  a  point  thirty  (30)  feet  southerly  from 
the  concrete  bound  first  above  mentioned:  thence  N.  69° 
49'  E.  one  hundred  fifty-one  and  70/100  (151.70)  feet  to  a 
concrete  bound  (throughout  this  course  the  street  is 
thirty  feet  wide)  ;  thence  X.  65°  42'  E.  one  Hundred  and 
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80/100  (100.80)  feet  to  a  concrete  bound  (in  this  course 
the  way  as  laid  out  widens  to  thirty-five  feet  at  xhe  last 
named  bound),  thence  in  a  line  parallel  with  the  northerly 
side  line  of  the  way  as  laid  out  and  thirty-five  (35)  feet 
distant  therefrom  four  hundred  thirty-seven  and  90/100 
(437.90)  feet  to  a  concrete  bound  in  line  of  land  of  the 
Thorndike  Company. 

Article  45.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  Town  Clerk  to  issue  to  dog  owners  tags  bearing  same 
number  as  that  of  the  dog  license  issued  to  them,  and  ap- 
propriate a  sum  of  money  for  the  purchase  of  the  same. 

Article  47.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  acquire  by 
purchase  from  Henry  D.  Converse  land  situate  on  the 
westerly  side  of  Converse  Street  in  the  Depot  Village  and 
next  easterly  of  land  of  Charles  A.  and  Florence  E.  Calla- 
han, and  from  Charles  A.  and  Florence  E.  Callahan  land 
situate  on  the  easterly  side  of  Park  Street  in  the  Depot 
Village  and  next  westerly  of  land  of  Henry  D.  Converse, 
for  the  purpose  of  a  park  and  approach  to  the  new  high 
school  building  as  a  memorial  to  the  soldiers,  sailors  and 
marines  who  served  in  the  World  War  from  the  town,  and 
use  such  part  of  the  money  returned  to  the  town  by  the 
state  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  480  of  the  Acts  of 
1924,  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

Article  48.  To  see  what  appropriation  the  town  will 
make  of  the  sum  of  $5,045.11,  with  interest  accrued  thereon, 
returned  to  it  by  the  Commonwealth  as  its  share  of  cer- 
tain surplus  funds  collected  to  provide  suitable  recogni- 
tion of  those  residents  of  Massachusetts  who  served  in 
the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States  during  the  war 
with  Germany  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  480  of 
the  Acts  of  1924,  and  now  held  as  a  special  fund  as  per- 
mitted by  said  chapter. 
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Article  49.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  set  apart 
any  portion  of  the  land  owned  by  it  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  thereon  a  town  forest  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  for  reclaim- 
ing and  planting  said  land,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Article  50.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  board  of  health  to  furnish  children  under  school  age 
free  toxine  and  anti-toxine  treatment  for  the  prevention 
of  diphtheria,  and  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars  for  this  purpose. 

And  you  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by 
posting  up  attested  copies  thereof  in  some  one  public  place 
in  each  of  the  four  villages  of  the  town  known  as  the  Depot 
Village,  Thorndike,  Three  Rivers  and  Bondsville,  seven 
days  at  least  before  the  holding  of  said  meeting,  and  by 
publishing  an  attested  copy  thereof  in  at  least  two  issues  of 
the  Journal-Register,  a  newspaper  published  in  said  Pal- 
mer, the  first  publication  to  be  not  less  than  seven  days 
before  the  holding  of  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant 
with  your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  or  before 
the  holding  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  nineteenth  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1927. 

WILLIAM  B.  KERIGAN, 
FRAXK  G.  ROGERS. 
CHARLES  A.  CALLAHAN. 

Selectmen  of  Palmer 

A  true  copy,  Attest: 

MICHAEL  COLLINS,  ' 


Constable  of  the  Town  of  Palmer 
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Dr.  George  A.  Moore,  Chairman 
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at  7.30  p.  m.  on  the  Tuesday  before  the  last  Friday  of  each 
school  month. 

All  bills  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Superintendent 
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Superintendent  of  Schools,  Clifton  H.  Hobson. 
Office,  High  School  Building  .  Telephone  5i. 
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Calendar 


HIGH  SCHOOL 

Winter  term  begins  January  3,  1927;  ends  February  25, 1927 
Spring  term  begins  March  7,  1927;  ends  April  29,  1927 
Summer  term  begins  May  9,  1927;  ends  July  1,  1927 
Fall  term  begins  September  6,  1927;  ends  December  23,  1927 
Winter  term  begins  January  2,  1928 ;  ends  February  24,  1928 
Spring  term  begins  March  5,  1928;  ends  April  27,  1928 
Summer  term  begins  May  7,  1928;  ends  June  29,  1928 

OTHER  SCHOOLS 

Winter  term  begins  January  3,  1927;  ends  February  25,  1927 
Spring  term  begins  March  7,  1927;  ends  April  29,  1927 
Summer  term  begins  May  9,  1927;  ends  June  17,  1927 
Fall  term  begins  September  6,  1927 ;  ends  December  23,  1927 
Winter  term  begins  January  2,  1928 ;  ends  February  24,  1928 
Spring  term  begins  March  5,  1928;  ends  April  27,  1928 
Summer  term  begins  May  7,  1928;  ends  June  15,  1928 

VACATIONS— ALL  SCHOOLS 

Winter— February  26,  1927,  to  March  6,  1927,  inclusive. 
Spring— April  30,  1927,  to  May  8,  1927  inclusive 
Summer— (Grades)  :  June  18,  1927,  to  September  5,  1927, 

inclusive 

(High)  :  July  2,  1927,  to  September  5,  1927, 

inclusive 

Fall— December  24,  1927,  to  January  1,  1928,  inclusive 
Winter— February  25,  1928,  to  March  4,  1928,  inclusive 
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Spring— April  28,  1928,  to  May  6,  1928,  inclusive 
Summer— (Grades)  :  June  16,  1928,  to  September  3,  1928, 

inclusive 

(High)  :  June  30,  1928,  to  September  3,  1928, 

inclusive 

HOLIDAYS 

Washington's  Birthday,  Patriot's  Day,  Memorial  Day, 
Labor  Day,  Columbus  Day,  Convention  Day,  Thanksgiv- 
ing (with  day  following). 


Report  of  Superintendent  of  Schools 


To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Palmer: 

Gentlemen  :  1  herewith  present  my  sixteenth  annual 

report  as  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  Palmer.  This  is 
the  thirty-fourth  in  the  series  of  reports  issued  by  the 
superintendents  of  the  town. 

INTRODUCTION 

The  report  this  year  will  be  very  brief;  in  fact,  the 
briefest  of  any  ever  submitted  by  the  present  superinten- 
dent. The  brevity  is  not  due  to  lack  of  material  to  place 
before  you,  and,  through  you,  before  the  citizens  of  the 
Town.  It  is  due,  rather,  to  an  attempt  to  meet  the  spirit 
of  economy  which  the  Town  desires  to  practice. 

Attendance 

The  attendance  statistics  for  the  school  year  of  1925- 
1926  show  the  usual  healthy  condition  that  has  existed 
over  a  period  of  some  fifteen  (15)  years.  Year  in  and  year 
out,  during  all  this  time,  the  attendance  has  been  remark- 
ably good  from  every  possible  standpoint.  During  the 
past  two  (2)  years  in  which  the  State  has  ranked  the 
towns  and  cities  in  the  matter  of  average  attendance,  Pal- 
mer's position  has  been  very  high.  For  the  school  year 
1923-24,  we  ranked  thirteenth  (13th)  in  the  State;  for  1924- 
25,  we  ranker  twelfth  (12th)  in  the  State.  There  are 
three  hundred  and  fifty-five  (355)  towns  and  cities  in 
Massachusetts. 
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Summarized,  the  statistics  are  as  follows : 
1925-1926 
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High. 

276.9 

268.0 

96.73 

17 

308 

Thorndike  Street, 

285.S5 

275.27 

96.21 

35 

326 

Park  Street. 

422.68 

102.1 

95.13 

36 

478 

Three  Rivers  Grammar. 

272.44 

261.69 

95.96 

26 

289 

Wenimisset, 

163.29 

156.5 

95.81 

48 

179 

Thorndike, 

260.02 

219.76 

96.05 

14 

302 

Bondsville  Grammar, 

396.9 

388.36 

97.85 

9 

420 

Wire  Mill, 

88.8 

85.18 

95.96 

23 

108 

Forest  Lake, 

22.11 

21.08 

95.00 

4 

25 

Palmer  Center, 

21.12 

19.86 

91.03 

22 

28 

Total, 

2,210.11  2,127.80 

96.27 

264 

2,463 

Attention  is  particularly  called  to  the  high  percentage 
of  attendance — ninety-six  and  twenty-seven  hundredths 
per  cent.  (96.27%).  This  is  very  slightly  less  than  last 
year's — ninety-six  and  thirty-two  hundredths  per  cent. 
(96.32%). 

Two  hundred  sixty-four  (264)  pupils  were  tardy  dur- 
ing the  year.  This  number  is  not  large,  especially  when 
you  remember  that,  with  a  membership  of  2,210.11,  at- 
tending school  approximately  one  hundred  ninety  (190A 
days,  with  two  (2)  opportunities  a  day  to  be  tardy,  the 
chances  of  tardiness  run  well  up  towards  four  hundred 
thousand  (400,000). 
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The  outstanding  feature  of  our  attendance  is  the  fact 
that  three  hundred  fifty-nine  (359)  pupils  secured  Perfect 
Attendance  Certificates,  having  been  neither  absent  nor 
tardy  during  the  entire  year.  In  other  words,  approxi- 
mately sixteen  and  two-thirds  per  cent.  {l^2/zc/c)  of  our 
average  membership  were  given  Perfect  Attendance  Certifi- 
cates. This  means  that,  approximately,  one  (1)  out  of 
every  six  (6)  children  in  the  Palmer  schools  had  neither 
an  absent  nor  a  tardy  mark  registered  against  him  through- 
out the  entire  year. 

Changes  in  Teaching  Corps 

One  of  the  greatest  obstacles  that  has  confronted  school 
work  in  Palmer  during  my  incumbency  has  been  the  con- 
stant change  in  teaching  corps.  This  change  is  not  pecu- 
liar to  Palmer,  by  any  means;  it  does  exist,  nevertheless, 
to  a  far  larger  degree  than  in  most  towns  or  cities.  Pal- 
mer always  has  been  a  training  ground  for  teachers.  Sur- 
rounding towns  and  cities,  which  pay  more  money,  seem 
quite  willing-  to  take  teachers  from  Palmer  after  they  have 
had  a  year  or  two  of  experience. 

This  past  year  has  been  pronounced  in  the  number 
and  kind  of  changes  that  have  occurred.  Changes  in  prin- 
cipalships,  especially,  have  been  very  numerous.  Mr.  Hur- 
ley, who  had  been  principal  of  the  High  School  since  1915, 
resigned  to  enter  the  insurance  business;  Miss  Alice  W. 
Perry,  who  had  been  principal  of  the  Thorndike  Street 
School  since  1921,  resigned  to  become  married ;  Miss 
Mary  I.  Hartnett,  who  had  been  principal  of  the  Bondsville 
Grammar  School  since  1919,  died.  All  three  (3)  of  these 
principals  were  able,  faithful,  and  conscientious  in  the  dis- 
chargee of  their  duties.  Their  influence  was  good  upon 
the  pupils  over  whom  they  had  jurisdiction. 
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To  fill  the  places  left  vacant,  several  changes  were 
necessary.  For  instance,  in  the  Thorndike  Street  School, 
in  making  Miss  Lucy  Austin  principal,  changes  were  made 
in  all  of  the  eight  (8)  rooms,  with  one  (1)  exception.  To 
fill  the  vacancy  left  by  the  death  of  Miss  Hartnett,  Miss 
Bernadette  Shea  was  transferred  from  the  principalship 
of  the  AVenimisset  to  the  principalship  of  the  Bondsville 
School.  This  created  a  vacancy  in  the  Wenimisset  School, 
to  which  Miss  Esther  Shea  was  elected. 

In  brief,  the  effect  in  general  was  as  follows : — New 
principals  occupy  principalships  in  the  High  School,  Thorn- 
dike  Street  School,  Bondsville  School,  and  AVenimisset 
School.  Changes  were  effected  also  in  Instructors  in  Draw- 
ing and  Household  Arts.  The  usual  number  of  grade  va- 
cancies also  occurred. 

Health  Work 

One  of  the  many  duties  taken  over,  in  a  large  part, 
at  least,  by  the  schools  is  health  work.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  important  functions  that  the  schools  can  perform. 
One  of  the  first  essentials  to  any  successful  life  is  good 
health.  Much  preventive  and  remedial  work,  if  done  in  the 
early  years  of  childhood,  will  make  possible  good  health 
for  many  boys  and  girls. 

Palmer  can  take  especial  pride  in  the  effectiveness  of 
this  work  as  done  in  her  schools.  This  work  is  quietly  and 
unostentatiously  performed.  AA'ere  it  broadcasted  through- 
out the  state,  as  is  done  by  some  school  systems,  it  would 
rank  among  the  very  highest.  Bald  statements  are  not 
arguments.  Statements,  to  be  arguments,  must  be  sub- 
stantiated by  something  real.  Nothing  more  real  can  be 
offered  in  the  way  of  proof  than  statistics  carefully  and. 
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honestly  compiled.  We  present  figures  for  1923,  1924,  1925, 
and  1926.  These  figures  are  presented  for  these  four  (4) 
years  because  of  the  fact  that  complete  physical  examina- 
tions have  been  made  and  carefully  tabulated  during  these 
years  only,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts.    They  speak  for  themselves. 


1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

No.  Examined, 

2,014 

1,902 

2,299 

2,290 

Defects  Found : 

Appearance, 

154 

72 

30 

23 

Nutrition, 

Ol  1 
41 1 

oil 

oU 

i  1 

Posture, 

438 

160 

113 

98 

Scalp, 

329 

200 

105 

77 

Skin, 

119 

52 

34 

IS 

Teeth, 

745 

457 

362 

347 

Throat, 

867 

561 

395 

345 

Nose, 

55 

15 

5 

7 

Glands, 

137 

64 

36 

32 

Heart, 

80 

24 

22 

67 

Lungs 

13 

3 

0 

0 

Feet, 

10 

11 

6 

0 

Spine, 

17 

16 

18 

21 

Total, 

3,175 

1,715 

1,206 

1,106 

The  decreases 

in  practically 

every  defect  that 

have 

taken  place  since 

1923  speak  vol 

umes. 

A  careful 

corn- 

parison,  of  these  defects  in  all  four  (4)  years  ought  to 

con- 

vince  the  most-doubting  that  something  vastly  beneficial, 
from  the  standpoint  of  health,  has  occurred. 

The  same  excellent  work  has  been  done  in  the  matter 
of  tubercularly-inclined  children.  Three  (3)  clinics  have 
been  held  within  the  past  year  and  one  hundred  seventy 
(170)  examinations  have  been  made.    All  of  these  clinics 
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were  held  in  the  schools  under  the  joint  auspices  of  the 
Hampden  County  Tuberculosis  and  Public  Health  Asso- 
ciation and  the  School  Department.  Many  adults  were 
examined  and  are  included  in  these  one  hundred  seventy 
(170)  examinations.  In  this  connection,  it  is  interesting- 
to  know  that  within  the  past  five  (5)  years,  1922-1926, 
thirteen  (13)  clinics  have  been  held  under  these  joint  aus- 
pices and  six  hundred  twenty-nine  (629)  examinations  have 
been  made.  All  these  examinations  have  been  made  by  ex- 
perts from  the  State  Sanatorium  at  Westfield.  Were 
regular  charges  made  for  these  examinations,  each  exam- 
ination would  cost  at  least  five  dollars  ($5)  and  if,  as  has 
been  the  case  in  many  of  them,  an  X-Ray  were  taken,  this 
would  cost  an  additional  ten  dollars  ($10).  The  amount 
of  free  service,  under  these  circumstances,  can  be  very 
readily  understood. 

Within  the  past  three  (3)  years,  forty-two  (42)  school 
children  have  been  cared  for  at  the  Preventorium  of  the 
Hampden  County  Tuberculosis  and  Public  Health  Asso- 
ciation at  Provin  Mountain  during  the  summer,  for  a  total 
of  eight  hundred  sixty-six  (866)  camp  days.  Increases  in 
poundage  have  run  as  high  as  eight  and  three-fourths  (8J4) 
pounds  in  individual  cases.  All  of  these  children  are  pre- 
tubercularly  inclined. 

Diphtheria 

The  Palmer  School  Committee  has  definitely  decided, 
after  very  careful  consideration,  to  attempt  to  immunize 
all  school  children  against  the  possibility  of  contraction 
of  Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria  is  a  dreadful  disease,  one  that  is  especially 
prevalent  among*,  and  dangerous  to,  children.  It  is  easily 
contracted  by  personal  contact  with  one  who  has  the 
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disease.  It  may  be  caught,  however,  from  those  who  have 
recently  had.  or  have  been  exposed  to,  it,  provided  they 
still  carry  the  germs  in  their  nose  or  throat.  More  than 
one-half  of  the  cases  occur  in  children  of  school  age.  Eight 
(8)  out  of  ten  (10)  deaths  occur  in  children  under  sixteen 
(16)  years  of  age,  and  half  of  all  the  deaths  occur  in  chil- 
dren under  five  (5)  years  of  age.  In  this  state  alone,  in  the 
years  of  1921-25,  there  have  been  some  thirty-eight  thou- 
sand (38,000)  cases  of  Diphtheria,  with  over  two  thousand 
six  hundred  (2,600)  resultant  deaths. 

Diphtheria  is  a  preventable  disease.  It  can  be  pre- 
vented by  the  use  of  the  Diphtheria  Toxin  Anti-Toxin 
treatment.  This  method  has  been  well  tried  and  is  a  safe 
and  sure  means  of  protecting  children  against  the  con- 
traction of  Diphtheria. 

Medical  statistics  tell  us  that  children  between  the 
ages  of  six  (6)  months  and  six  (6)  years  are  susceptible 
to  this  disease  to  a  degree  of  ninety-five  per  cent  (95%)  ; 
between  six  (6)  and  ten  (10)  years,  eighty-five  per  cent. 
(85%)  ;  and  ten  (10)  years  and  over,  twenty-five  per  cent. 
(25%). 

The  School  Committee  has  decided  to  give  three  (3) 
doses  of  Toxin  Anti-Toxin,  one  week  apart,  to  all  children 
ten  (10)  years  or  under  who  bring  Request  Cards  from 
their  parents  to  have  this  done.  Six  (6)  months  later,  the 
children  will  be  given  the  Shick  Test.  This  test  is  pain- 
less ;  harmless ;  requires  no  after-care ;  and  leaves  no  scar. 
It  simply  tells  whether  or  not  a  person  can  catch  Diphtheria. 
To  children  ten  (10)  years  or  over,  the  Shick  Test  will  be 
given  first ;  then  those  susceptible  will  be  given  the  Toxin 
Anti-Toxin  treatment  and  six  (6)  months  later  again 
Shicked  to  determine  immunity. 
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It  is  hoped  that  all  parents  will  see  the  benefit  of  this 
immunization  and  will  return  request  cards,  favorably 
signed,  to  the  schools.  These  Diphtheria  clinics  will  pro- 
bably be  held  in  February  or  March,  after  full  publicity 
has  been  given — so  full,  we  hope,  that  each  parent  will  have 
complete  and  definite  knowledge  upon  which  to  base  his 
judgment  in  making,  or  not  making,  the  request  that  his 
children  receive  this  treatment. 

After  the  school  children  have  been  taken  care  of, 
clinics,  in  co-operation  with  the  Board  of  Health,  will  be 
held  in  the  various  schools  whereby  children  of  pre-school 
age  may  receive  the  same  immunization.  It  is  hoped  that 
all  of  the  school  children,  public  and  private,  and  many 
of  the  pre-school  children,  will  be  immunized. 

After  this  year's  immunization,  the  School  Depart- 
ment intends  to  offer  this  same  treatment  to  all  children 
entering  its  schools  for  the  first  time  each  year.  If  this 
program  can  be  carded  out  in  its  entirety,  practically  com- 
plete immunization  will  be  secured,  and  Diphtheria  in  Pal- 
mer will  be  almost  an  unknown  thing. 

Penny  Savings 

The  Penny  Savings  report  from  November  1,  1921, 
to  July  1,  1926,  which  covers  the  entire  period  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  present  scheme  since  its  renewal  alter  the  war, 
shows  the  following: — 
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No.  of  Deposits 

Amount 

Park  Street  ) 

22,431) 

$6,599.99) 

Thorndike  Street  ) 

3,363) 

932.32) 

Palmer  Center 

354 

82.81 

Forest  Lake 

719 

223.76 

Wire  Mill 

1,907 

1,569.97 

Thorndike 

11,580 

4,802.90- 

Bondsville 

14,238 

4,495.95- 

Three  Rivers 

11,183 

4,901.45 

Wenimisset 

1,801 

647.67 

67,576 

$24,256.82 

The  report  from  Septemb 

er,  1925,  to  July, 

1926,  which 

covers  the  last  school  year,  is 

as  follows : — 

No.  of  Deposits 

Amount 

Park  Street 

9,856 

$2,130.41 

Thorndike  Street 

3,363 

932.32 

Palmer  Center 

131 

23.74 

Forest  Lake 

286 

68.61 

Wire  Mill 

751 

372.47 

Thorndike 

2,528 

702.72 

Bondsville 

5,258 

1,226.58 

Three  Rivers 

4,678 

1,752.73 

Wenimisset 

882 

235.34 

27,733 


$7,444.92 
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Promotions 


The  promotion  statistics  for  the  last  school  year  are 


here  given  : 


( irade 


Xo. 

Conditionally 

Xot 

of 

Promoted 

Promoted 

Promoted 

Pupils 

Xo. 

Percent  Xo. 

Percent 

Xo.  Percent 

9 

91 

83 

91.11 

7 

7.69 

1 

1.09 

8 

108 

81 

75. 

22 

20.37 

5 

4.63 

7 

183 

114 

62.21 

49 

26.78 

20 

10.92 

6 

199 

141 

74.71 

45 

22.61 

13 

6.03 

5 

241 

193 

80.37 

36 

14.93 

12 

6.21 

4 

220 

160 

72.72 

46 

20.91 

14 

6.36 

3 

238 

181 

75.84 

27 

11.34 

30 

12.60 

2 

281 

241 

85.76 

19 

6.76 

21 

7.47 

1 

300 

250 

83.33 

11 

3.67 

39 

13.00 

&  Av 

.  1861 

1444 

77.50 

262 

14.07 

155 

8.32 

Seventy-seven  and  five  tenths  per  cent.  (77.5%)  were 
cleanly  promoted  without  any  conditions ;  fourteen  and 
seven  hundredths  per  cent  (14.07%)  were  conditionally 
promoted ;  and  eight  and  thirty-two  hundredths  per  cent. 
(8.32%)  failed  of  promotion.  The  heavy  failure  percen- 
tages occurred  in  Grades  7,  3,  and  1. 

As  a  rule,  the  failure  to  be  promoted  is  greater  in 
Grades  7  and  1.  In  some  systems,  the  failure  In  Grade  1 
runs  as  high  as  twenty-five  per  cent.  (25%).  This  large 
percentage  of  failure  is  due  to  the  broken  attendance  of 
many  children  who  enter  first  grade  because  of  the  many 
childhood  diseases.  It  is  also  due  to  mental  immaturity. 
Grade  7  is  one  of  our  difficult  grades ;  possibly,  excepting 
the  first,  the  most  difficult.  This  is  due  largely  to  three 
(3)  factors — the  real  beginning  of  formal  history,  technical 
grammar,  and  percentage. 
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The  percentage  of  failure  for  all  grades — eight  and 
thirty-two  hundredths  per  cent.  (8.32%) — is  not  bad. 
It  is  impossible  to  secure  a  much  smaller  percentage;  where 
grading  is  definite  and  close.  The  variable  factor  of  in- 
dividual mentality  enters  in  markedly.  All  children  can 
not  do  the  same  work,  even  though  there  may  be  a  great 
latitude  exercised  in  the  quality  of  the  work  regarded  as 
sufficient  to  warrant  promotion.  Human  nature  will  al- 
ways enter  into  the  success  of  a  child  in  school.  Uniformity 
of  ability  never  has  been,  and  never  can  be,  secured. 

Examinations 

A  table  showing  the  results  obtained  in  the  mid-year 
and  final  tests  since  the  time  of  their  inception  is  given : — 
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A  careful  study  of  these  figures  show  that  there  has 
been  a  general  improvement  in  every  respect.  The  marks 
obtained  in  the  mid-years  during  1926  were  the  highest 
of  any  mid-year  marks.  The  same  is  true  of  the  marks 
obtained  in  the  finals  for  1926.  The  increase  in  percen- 
tage attained  is,  of  course,  not  as  large  as  it  .has  been  in 
some  of  the  previous  years.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
we  have  nearly  reached  a  stage  of  as  high  attainment  as 
can  be  expected  of  pupils  taking  examinations.  When, 
in  finals,  ninety-four  and  forty-four  hundredths  per  cent. 
(9-1.44%)  average  better  than  seventy  per  cent.  (70%)  in 
all  subjects,  it  would  seem  that  we  had  almost  reached 
reasonable  expectation. 

Extension  Work 

Extension  work  along  lines  pursued  during  the  last 
few  years  has  been  effectively  carried  on  this  past  year. 
Rather  than  attempting  a  g'reat  variety  of  work,  we  have 
focused  our  efforts  and  attention  upon  a  few  major 
undertakings.  Reasonably  good  *  results  have  been  at- 
tained in  all  these  projects. 

About  one  hundred  (100)  pupils  were 
Americanization,   enrolled  in  the  various  Americanization 

classes.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  sixty- 
four  (64)  certificates  were  presented  to  pupils  who  had 
been  present  at  sixty  per  cent.  (60%)  or  more  of  the  ses- 
sions. Exercises  were  conducted  by  the  pupils  themselves, 
which  showed  the  marked  strides  that  had  been  made  in 
many,  cases  in  the  attainment  of  a  reasonable  use  of  the 
English  language. 

Americanization  is  a  form  of  insurance  carried  by  the 
Town'  of  Palmer  on  the  people  who  have  come  to  her  from 
foreign  shores.    The  insurance  policy  can  not  be  bettered. 
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The  premium  is  small  in  cost.  A  community  which  is  not 
willing-  to  pay  the  small  premium  may  well  be  likened  to 
a  business  man  who  does  not  insure  his  stock  against 
loss  by  fire  because  it  costs  him  a  few  dollars  each  year. 

Many  projects  with  adults  have  been  car- 
Home  Bureau  ried  on  in  co-operation  with  the  Hampden 

County  Improvement  League.  Classes  in 
Home  Nursing,  Millinery,  Clothing.  Foods,  etc.,  have  been 
conducted.  Many  of  the  women  in  Palmer  have  been  much 
interested  in  this  work  and  have  attended  these  classes 
faithfully.  Work  of  an  excellent  nature  has  been  afforded 
them. 

Successful  work  has  been  carried  on  the 
Boys'  and  Girls'  past  year  in  conjunction  with  the  Hamp- 
Club  Work.  den  County  Improvement  League  along 
these  lines.  The  quality  of  work  com- 
pared with  that  attained  in  other  towns  and  cities  in  Hamp- 
den County  stood  high.  Many  prizes  were  won  at  the 
Eastern-  States  Exposition.  A  few  county  championships 
came  to  Palmer — Agnes  Sullivan  was  chosen  county 
champion  in  Canning;  the  Hillcrest  Garden  Club  of  Bonds- 
ville  was  selected  as  champion  gardening  club  in  the 
county  for  the  third  consecutive  year,  an  honor  never  be- 
fore attained  by  any  organization  in  the  county. 

Opportunity  Class 

The  enrollment  in  the  Opportunity  Class  in  the  Wen- 
imisset  School,  during  the  past  year,  was  nearly  sixty  (60). 
Excellent  results  were  obtained  throughout  the  entire 
year,  as  was  evidenced  to  anyone  who  attended  the  ex- 
hibition of  their  work  last  spring.  The  sort  of  work  offered 
these  boys  and  girls  is  suited  to  their  abilities.  Work  of 
a  social,  as  well  as  an  educational,  value  is  given  these 
people.  To  my  mind,  it  is  one  of  Palmer's  finest  offerings 
to  its  boys  and  girls  who  need  this  kind  of  training. 
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Continuation  School 

The  Continuation  School  had  a  total  enrollment  during 
the  last  school  year  of  two  hundred  five  (205) — eighty- 
one  (81)  boys,  and  one  hundred  twenty-four  (124)  girls. 
The  average  membership  wras  one  hundred  thirty-two  and 
twenty-two  hundredths  (132.22)  ;  the  average  attendance 
was  one  hundred  twenty-four  and  eighty-five  hundredths 
(124.85)  ;  the  percentage  of  attendance  wras  ninety-four 
and  forty-three  hundredths  per  cent.  (94.43 °fc)  ;  the  num- 
ber of  graduates  was  seventy-three  (73). 

The  total  expenditures  for  the  year  were  $7,198.98, 
divided  as  follows:—  MAINTENANCE— Administration, 
$260.95  ;  Instruction,  $4,680.43  ;  Auxiliary  Agencies,  $570.81 ; 
Operation  of  Plant,  $1,033.25 ;  Repairs  and  Replacements, 
$67.25;  Total,  $6,612,69.  ESTABLISHMENT  AND  EX- 
TENSION OF  PLANT— Construction,  $517,69;  Equip- 
ment, $68.60;  Total,  $586.29;  Grand  Total,  $7,198.98. 

The  receipts  were  as  follows :  Tuition,  $328.68 ;  Smith- 
Hughes  Act,  $347.35 ;  Cash  Received  from  Work  and  Pro- 
ducts, $82.48;  Total,  $758.51. 

The  State  re-imbursed  the  Town  fifty  per  cent.  (5'0%) 
upon  $5,854.18,  the  re-imbursement  netting  Palmer 
$2,927.00.  The  difference  between  the  total  cost  of  opera- 
tion, $7,198.98,  and  the  amount  upon  which  re-imburse- 
ment was  made,  $5,854.18,  is  found  by  deducting  from  the 
former,  $586.29,  expenditure  for  establishment  and  exten- 
sion of  plant — a  non-re-imburseable  expenditure  by  the 
State,  yet  a  necessary  expenditure — plus  the  $758.51  re- 
ceived from  Tuition,  Smith-Hughes,  and  Cash  from  Work 
and  Products  (revenue  received  and  turned  directly  into 
the  Town  Treasury).    The  difference  is  $1,344.80. 

The  net  direct  cost  to  Palmer  was  $3,513.38. 
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The  Continuation  School  is  required  by  law.  The 
Town  has  no  option  in  the  matter  of  maintaining  this 
school.  As  long  as  two  hundred  (200)  or  more  minors 
under  sixteen  (16)  years  of  age  are  employed  by  authority 
of  employment  certificates  or  home  permits,  the  Town  must 
maintain  a  Continuation  School.  If,  for  a  period  of  two  (2) 
consecutive  years,  the  number  of  employed  minors  should 
fall  below  two  hundred  (200),  the  Town  could  be  exempted 
from  the  provisions  of  this  act  which  requires  its  main- 
tenance only  upon  application  to  the  State  Department  of 
Education,  which  may  specifically  exempt  the  Town  until 
such  time  as  two  hundred  (200)  minors  in  any  one  year 
are  employed  therein. 

The  Continuation  School  in  Palmer  was  started  in 
September,  1921.  Since  its  establishment,  the  number  of 
employed  minors  between  fourteen  (14)  and  sixteen  (16) 
years  has  been  as  follows: — In  1921,  248;  in  1922,  a  poor 
business  year,  203;  in  1923,  254;  in  1924,  229;  in  1925,  235. 
Unless  conditions  radically  change,  it  would  seem  that  Pal- 
mer will  never  reach  the  condition  where  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  maintain  a  Continuation  School. 

Cost  Comparison 

The  figures  below  are  takenj  from  a  bulletin  of  the 
State  Department  of  Education,  entitled  "Statistics  of  the 
Public  Schools  for  the  School  Year  1925-1926."  In  this 
bulletin,  the  three  hundred  fifty-five  (355)  towns  and  cities 
are  divided  into  four  (4)  groups,  as  follows : —  Group  I, 
Cities  (There  are  39.)  ;  Group  II,  Towns  of  5,000  Popula- 
tion or  Over  (There  are  79.)  ;  Group  III,  Towns  of  Less 
than  5,000  Population  and  Maintaining  High  Schools 
(There  are  113.)  ;  Group  IV,  Towns  of  Less  than  5,000 
Population  and  Not  Maintaining  High  Schools  (There  are 
124.). 
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1)  .  Average  Population,  State  Census,  1925: — Group- 
I,  74,609;  Group  II,  10,487;  Group  III,  2,346;  Group  IV, 
1,136;  State,  11.674;  Palmer,  11,044. 

2)  .  Average  Valuation,  April  1,  1925: — Group  I, 
$126,287,970;  Group  II,  $14,702,893;  Group  III,  $3,247,121  ; 
Group  IV,  $1,485,148;  State,  $18,698,147  Palmer, 
$12,140,739. 

3)  .  Average  Number  of  Pupils  Enrolled,  1926: — 
Group  I,  12,602;  Group  II,  1,946;  Group  III,  462;  Group 
IV,  196;  State,  2,033;  Palmer,  2,303. 

4)  .  Average  Valuation  of  1925  per  Pupil  in  Net 
Average  Membership,  1926 :— Group  I,  $10,874;  Group  II, 
$8,089;  Group  III,  $7,671;  Group  IV,  $7,079;  State,  $9,902; 
Palmer,  $5,687. 

5)  .  Average  Expenditure  for  School  Support  from 
Local  Taxation  per  $1,000  Valuation,  1925: —  Group  I,f. 
$7.57;  Group  II,  $9.04;  Group  III,  $9.31;  Group  IV,  $9.06; 
State,  $7.97;  Palmer,  $12.34. 

6)  .  Average  Expenditure  per  Pupil  in  Average  Mem- 
bership for  Support  of  Public  Schools  from  Local  Taxa- 
tion, 1925:— Group  I,  $82,37;  Group  II,  $73.16;  Group  III, 
$71.45;  Group  IV,  $64.15;  State,  $78.91;  Palmer,  $70.15. 

7)  .  Average  State  Re-imbursement,  1925: — Group  I,. 
$6.69  ;  Group  II,  $7.28  ;  Group  III,  $14.15  ;  Group  IV,  $26.52 ; 
State,  $8.12  ;  Palmer,  $6.56. 

9).  Average  Tax  Rate  per  $1,000  Valuation,  1925: — 
Group  I,  $31.04;  Group  II,  $30.26;  Group  III,  $28.68;. 
Group  IV,  $25.69;  State,  $28.24;  Palmer,  $25.00. 
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Palmer,  which  is  in  Group  II,  when  compared  with 
average  of  each  group  and  that  of  the  State,  has  these 
relative  standings : — 

Population — less  than  that  of  Group  I,  Group  II,  and 
the  State;  greater  than  Group  III  and  Group  IV. 

Valuation — less  than  Group  I,  Group  II,  and  the  State; 
greater  than  Group  III  and  Group  IV. 

Enrollment — less  than  Group  I ;  greater  than  Group 
II,  Group  III,  Group  IV,  and  the  State. 

Valuation  per  Pupil — less  than  Group  I,  Group  II, 
Group  III,  Group  IV,  and  the  State. 

Expenditure  for  School  Support  per  $1,000  Valua- 
tion— more  than  Group  I,  Group  II,  Group  III,  Group  IV, 
and  the  State. 

Expenditure  per  Pupil  from  Local  Taxation — less  than 
Group  I,  Group  II,  Group  III,  and  the  State;  more  than 
Group  IV. 

State  Re-imbursement — less  than  Group  I,  Group  II, 
Group  III,  Group  IV,  and  the  State. 

Expenditure  per  Pupil  from  All  Sources — less  than 
Group  I,  Group  II,  Group  III,  Group  IV",  and  the  State. 

Tax  Rate — less  than  Group  I,  Group  II,  Group  III, 
Group  IV,  and  the  State. 

8).  Average  Expenditure  per  Pupil  in  Average  Mem- 
bership for  Support  of  Public  Schools  from  All  Sources, 
1925  :— Group  I,  $90.09  ;  Group  II,  $82.72  ;  Group  III,  $88.78  ; 
Group  IV,  $92.88;  State,  $88.52;  Palmer,  $78.87. 
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Palmer's  standing  in  all  but  two  respects — expendi- 
ture from  local  taxation  per  $1,000  valuation  and  valuation 
per  pupil — is  most  excellent.  Palmer's  valuation  per  pu- 
pil is  extremely  low,  it  being  only  two  hundred  forty-one 
(241)  in  a  total  of  three  hundred  fifty-five  (355)  towns  and 
cities  in  the  State.  Consequently,  the  amount  per  $1,000  val- 
uation raised  to  support  her  schools  is  large.  She  stands 
fifty-sixth  (56th)  in  this  matter  in  the  State. 

The  one  thing  that  shows  economy,  or  lack  of  it,  is 
the  expenditure  per  pupil  in  average  membership  for  sup- 
port of  public  schools  from  all  sources.  Palmer's  cost  is 
$11.22  less  than  that  of  Group  I;  $3.85  less  than  Group  II; 
$9.91  less  than  Group  III;  $14.01  less  than  Group  IV; 
$9.65  less  than  the  State.  Her  standing  in  the  State  is 
two  hundred  fifty-eight  (258)  in  a  possible  three  hundred 
fifty -five  (355).  In  other  words,  only  ninety-seven  (97) 
towns  have  a  smaller  cost. 

Tax  rate  is  always  a  bone  of  contention.  A  careful 
study  of  tax  rates  in  every  town  and  city  in  Massachusetts 
has  been  made.  Interesting  facts  stand  forth  from  it : — 
1).  Palmer's  rate  is  $6.04  less  than  the  average  of  Group  I; 
$5.26  less  than  Group  II;  $3.68  less  than  Group  III;  $.69 
less  than  Group  IV;  $3.24  less  than  the  State.  2).  Out 
of  three  hundred  fifty-five  (355)  towns  and  cities,  there  are 
only  eig'hty-three  (83)  with  a  lower  tax  rate,  or,  in  other 
words,  two  hundred  seventy-one  (271)  have  a  higher  rate. 

Conclusion 

This  report  is  concise.  It  is  a  brief  statement  of  things 
done  the  past  year.  No  suggestions  for  future  action  are 
made. 
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The  same  honest  endeavor  to  conduct  the  schools 
efficiently,  fairly,  and  squarely  is  being  put  forth.  Mis- 
takes are  made — they  are  of  "the  flesh  and  not  the  spirit." 

Due  acknowledgement  is  hereby  rendered  to  the 
School  Committee  for  its  kindly  consideration  and  whole- 
hearted support ;  to  the  teachers  for  their  loyal  and  co- 
operative spirit ;  to  the  public  for  its  general  attitude  of 
fairness. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
CLIFTON  H.  HOBSON, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Palmer  Mass.,  January  5,  1927. 


Appendix 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  FOR  YEAR  1926 


Appropriation  Expended  Balance 


General  Expenses 

$    8,410.00  $ 

8,673.77 

$  -263.77 

Teachers  Salaries 

98,183.42 

97,089.99 

1,093.43 

Textbooks  and  Supplies 

7,000.00 

8,077.92 

-1,077.92 

I  rn  ncnnrta  ft  ah 

X  I  CLIISLHJI  LttLll  'lJ 

i  n  300  00 

1  0  00Q  3^ 

9Q0  fin 

Janitors'  Services 

7,565.00 

8,580.15 

-1,015.15 

Fuel  and  Light 

10,650.00 

10,699.10 

-49.10 

Maintenance  of  Building's 

and  Grounds 

2,100.00 

2,158.45 

-58.45 

Repairs 

3,000.00 

1,747.62 

1,252.38 

Music,  Manual  Training 

and  Drawing 

4,450.00 

4,121.54 

328.46 

Commercial 

7,650.00 

7,305.70 

344.30 

Furniture  and 

Furnishings 

1,500.00 

1,306.07 

193.93 

Other  Expenses 

6,906.20 

7,304.06 

-397.86 

Continuation 

7,665.00 

7,526.18 

138.82 

Americanization 

2,000.00 

1,684.25 

315.75 

$177,379.62  $176,284.15 

$1,095.47 

Smith-Hughes  Fund 

*347.35 

*347.35 

0.00 

$177,726.97  $176,631.50  $1,095.47 
This  $347.35  is  a  Federal  grant  from  >the  Smith- 
Hughes  Fund,  which  cannot  be  turned  into  the  Town 
Treasury,  but  must  be  added  to  the  regular  school  appro- 
priation and  expended  for  Continuation  School  salaries. 
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COST  PER  SCHOOL 


High 

Thorndike 

Park 

Three 

Street 

Street 

Rivers 

General  Expenses 

$  182.25 

$  60.87 

$  58.60 

S  51.90 

Teachers'  Salaries 

21,053.00 

10,444 143 

13,674.77 

9,539.13 

Textbooks  and  Supplies 

3,393.65 

968.27 

646.65 

579.55 

Transportation 

3,914.10 

1,251.00 

1,304.30 

389.50 

Janitors'  Services 

2,545.44 

1,172.80 

1,172.80 

388.45 

Fuel  and  Light 

2,143.31 

628.36 

1,226.00 

1,727.42 

Maintenance  of  Buildings 

and  Grounds 

547.19 

164.08 

205.89 

155.60 

Repairs 

476.20 

473.76 

182.01 

130.08 

Music,  Manual  Training 

and  Drawing 

337.01 

557.58 

539.44 

520.57 

Commercial 

7,305.70 

Furniture  and  Furnishings 

487.81 

8.00 

148.40 

Other  Expenses 

2,938.16 

1,226.77 

331.26 

739.27 

Day  Schools 

$45,323.82 

$16,955.92 

$19,490.12 

$14,221.47 

Americanization 

Continuation 

Total 

$45,323.82 

$16,955.92 

$19,490.12 

$14,221.47 

Average  Membership 

276.9 

285.85 

422.68 

272.44 

Cost  per  Pupil  based  on 

average  membership  $     163.68    $      59.32    $      46.09    S  52.20 


w  cniinistoc  t 

'"PVi  Avn  f  \  i  Ir  o 
J.  I1UX  I1U  live 

DUIlUo  V  11  lc 

L/lo  LI  ltto 

Office 

Total 

$  64.30 

$  42.30 

$  69.20 

$  41.68 

$  8,102.67 

$  8,673.77 

7,149.58 

10,352.87 

17,628.86 

7,247.35 

97,089.99 

1  103  00 

498.95 

666  38 

221.47 

• 

8,077.92 

479.70 

307.50 

410.00 

1,953.25 

10,009.35 

382.40 

1,045.46 

1,372.80 

500.00 

8,580.15 

799.80 

1,724.64 

1,264.42 

1,185.15 

10,699.10 

227.82 

231.41 

314.74 

311.72 

2,158.45 

100.97 

112.13 

166.03 

106.44 

1,747.62 

368.70 

656.54 

738.06 

403.64 

4,121.54 

7,305.70 

2.00 

184.36 

55.00 

420.50 

1,306.07 

585.83 

590.22 

649.87 

242.68 

7,304.06 

$11,264.10 

$15,746.38 

$23,335.36 

$12,633.88 

$  8,102.67  $167,073.72 

7,526.18 

1,684.25 

$11,264.10 

$15,746.38 

$23,335.36 

$12,633.88 

$  8,102.67  $176,284.15 

163.29 

260.02 

396.9 

132.03 

2,210.11 

2,210.11 

$  68.98 

$  60.56 

$  58.79 

$  95.69 

$  3.66 

$  75.60 
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